
Witton Gilbert Village Centre Proposals
A new and attractive village centre has been the talk of residents for some 
time and the Parish Council with the support of the Neighbourhood Plan 
team held a consultation event in Cooper Hall on December 19th 2015.
About 50 residents turned up to view and discuss the proposed plans to 
improve the area around McColls new shop.  Many people left suggestions 
on landscaping, access, traffic calming and footpaths particularly linking 
Durham Gardens and Brookside.   One resident floated the idea of a coffee 
shop in the area.  This would be outside the remit of the Parish Council.

The Parish Council has a few legal issues to resolve with McColls and will 
then be looking to appoint a design company to take the project forward.  
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity and members feel that we must 
get it right.

Funding the project will be an issue and whilst the Parish Precept has not 
risen for 8 years the Council will have to find a substantial amount of money so an increase this year is unavoidable.
Funding will also be sought from the Durham Area Partnership.  The County Councillors neighbourhood budgets, 
section 106 money from the Wallnook Grange development and other sources.  It is estimated that the Village Centre 
could cost around £120.000.

Parish  Council  News

Issue 43
January 2016

A New Police Sergeant for Witton Gilbert
Sergeant Mark Mallatratt is the new Police Sergeant for Witton Gilbert and takes over from Sergeant Steve Morris.
He looks forward to working and engaging with the community of Witton Gilbert at the earliest opportunity, but 
should anyone wish to speak to him sooner he can be contracted on 101 extension 744850 or if he is out on patrol 
then ask the call handler to out you through to his radio.

He can be emailed on mark.mallatratt@durham.pnn.police.uk

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Ray Gibbon
Mrs Margaret Gibbon and family would like to thank everyone for the cards, letters and kind messages of 
condolence on the death of Ray.  Due to everyone’s generosity the family have been able to donate £1000 
to Arthritis Research UK and the British Lung Foundation in Rays memory.



Village Bonfire 2015
The village Bonfire has become very much a part of village life.  At 9am. on the day of the 
event a small, but dedicated team led by Noel Dixon stacked around 120 wooden pallets 
to form the bonfire, set the fireworks up and created a kitchen to serve hot-dogs, teas 
and soup.  This was all done in the worst weather possible – soaked to the skin twice but 
completed in time for the crowd of 600/700 people to arrive….in dry weather!!!
The whole incident went smoothly without any major incidents.
Special thanks go to the Parish Council who fund the event and all those who helped out 
during the event.
This is also an opportunity to ask for volunteers because the present dozen (or so) 60/70 year 
olds are beginning to feel their age and new blood is needed if this wonderful annual event enjoyed by so many is to continue in 
future years.
If you feel that you could become part of the team please contact Noel Dixon (0191 3710657) or David Wilcox (0191 3710529)

..... a guy for the bonfire            
On Wednesday 4th November year 6 pupils at Witton Gilbert Primary School went head-to-head against each other to make 

two amazing guys for the Witton bonfire event.  It was a spectacular craft activity as we had 
collected all kinds of distinct materials (from old clothes to fancy stuffing) to manufacture the 
models, we had a brilliant time constructing them despite being covered in newsprint from 
paper wadding which filled the bodies.  The guys turned out to look great even though one of 
them wore a ‘pink’ vest and the other having a head that sank into his suit shoulders!!
Fortunately both guys were deemed a success and they burned bright on the bonfire.   Our 
class (and the other pupils in school) really enjoyed learning about the gunpowder plot, 
respresenting WGPS in our local community and attending the event.

Isabelle, Evan, Lauren, Livvy and Lucy (Year 6)

W.I.s Chistmas Musical Celebration  
Witton Gilbert W.I. held their 31st Christmas Musical Evening on 
the 7th December, playing to a full house.  The entertainment 
began with a group of children from Witton Gilbert Primary 
School playing guitars and singing a variety of Christmas songs.  
This gave a lovely start to the evening and all the children and 
accompanying teachers were warmly thanked and given a 
chocolate Santa and Christmas card.
The children were followed by Sedgefield Lyric Choir who 
presented a varied programme and was very much enjoyed.  
After the interval for refreshments and the excellent raffle 
draw Durham Miners Association Band entertained us for 
the rest of the evening.  They have been 
performing for us for many years now and 
are always a big hit with our audience.  
Lovely comments were received at the end 
of the evening.
Although the event takes a lot of planning 
profits for the evening allow us to make 
donations to various sections of the local 
community, which makes it all worthwhile.
A big thank you goes to all those who 
planned and supported us.

..... an insight into the Witton Gilbert W.I.
after a very busy year to celebrate 100 years of W.I. nationally 
we have been pleased to welcome new members from the 
village and Sacriston and this year we hope to welcome even 
more ladies.  Over the year there has been theatre visits, trips, 
meals out, visit to Wurlitzer, productions at Ushaw College 
and our last visit where we scaled heights was to the new fire 
station at Sniperley, which proved to be a very informative and 
enlightening evening.
On Saturday 9th April from 10am until noon W.I. will be holding 
an Open Day in Witton Gilbert Community Centre.  You can 
partake of tea or coffee and home-baked refreshments and 

view displays of our activites and members 
work.  So come along and see for yourself 
what we do, then if you would like to give 
W.I. a try come and join us on the 2nd 
Monday each month at 7.00pm when you 
will receive a very warm welcome.
OUR BEST WISHES FOR A VERY HAPPY 
AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR.

Woodland Wellbeing
The Breathing Space Men’s shed in Witton Gilbert is a great opportunity for Men to get 
together , have some fresh air and exercise whilst helping out with conservation activities 
down in Witton Dene. 
If you are looking for a new activity which keeps you fit and healthy and puts something back 
into the Community then why not join me and Dave down at Witton Dene.
No experience is necessary and we do have some wellies and waterproofs available, as well 
as equipment. Refreshments are provided.
We will be running 2 sessions starting in January 2016
11.30am-1.30pm and 2-4pm
We meet at St Michael & All Angels so why not pop along and have a look for yourself or contact gillie on 0191 3711387



NEED TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS?
For just £40 for the year 

we will give
you advertising in all four issues of 

WITTON GILBERT PARISH NEWSLETTER.  So 
whether it be Taxi service, Childminding, 

utility services….
 Whatever your business… 

spread the word.  To book an advert 
contact G.Thompson

on 0191 3711808

CHAD...support this good cause whilst having a great time
On Easter Saturday, 26th March at Witton Club you can enjoy a FAMILY FUN DAY hosted by CHAD ( Children’s 
Hopes and Dreams).  The charity  raises money to distribute to children’s good causes including Treetops neo-
natal ward at Dryburn and the toddler/playgroup in Witton Gilbert.
In the afternoon 2.30 – 5.30pm there will be a kids disco and karaoke, face painter, kids entertainer and lots 
more.  From 7.30 – 1130pm in the evening the disco and karaoke will be for adults….ALL FREE.
PUT THIS ON YOUR CALENDAR AND PLEASE SUPPORT OUR KIDS!  

Feeling Sluggish......Put On A Few Extra Pounds.... 
Read On...

No matter what your age or capabilities WITTON GILBERT COMMUNITY CENTRE 
has something to help you with your fitness and toning…..read on!
MONDAY:                 TUESDAY:
10am    –    11am    -   Pilates     6.30PM   -  7.30PM  - Zumba
1pm      -    3pm     -    Gentle Indoor Bowls 10am – Walking Group
1.30pm -    2.30pm -   Tai Chi WEDNESDAY:
6.30pm -    7.30pm -   Martial Art (kick-boxing) 5.45PM   -   6.45PM – Zumba
FRIDAY:  Dancing for children from 5pm  -  8pm
 Dancing for adults from  8.30pm  -  11.00pm
LAST SATURDAY EACH MONTH  -   YOGA  -  10.30am  -  11.30am
SUNDAY:  Two Zumba sessions -  10.30am – 11.30am      5pm  -  6pm

……..GO ON, YOU CAN DO IT!!

Fines For
Littering        
Penalties for dropping 
litter could soon 
reach £150 if the 
Department for Communities 
and Local Government pass their 
proposed increases.  Ministers plans 
for a ‘clutter-free’ legacy for England 
could really ‘hit you in the pocket’ if 
you are caught dropping your rubbish 
on the landscape.
SO WATCH OUT…..WARDENS ARE 
ABOUT!!

Sacriston Surgery     
If you haven’t already booked your Influenza 
vaccination, please see the receptionist.
We are offering patients who do not normally 
attend the surgery a FREE HEALTH CHECK.  If you 
are aged between 40 and 74 and do not suffer 
with a chronic disease or high blood pressure, 
make an appointment with Lynda.  It only takes 
30 minutes.
Did you know you can order your medication and book 
appointments for doctors on line?  Your prescription can be 
sent electronically to the Pharmacy of your choice, you can 
even have it sent to the pharmacy next to where you work if 
that is your preference.   
Please ask for details from the receptionist.  
Practice Manager Julia |Haswell
We wish all our patients a Happy New Year.

Neighbourhood Plan Committee
The neighbourhood Plan Committee meets every Thursday at 9.30am in Cooper Hall and is made up of Parish Councillors and 
Volunteer Residents of the village working together to draft a Neighbourhood Plan for our community.
We want you to get involved.  It doesn’t mean turning up to endless management meetings!!  You can get involved in many 
ways, such as workshops, an online forum, in person, or write to us or email.  We will try to keep everyone informed about 
progress, please let us have your views on any issues which will affect you.  Do you have a particular interest or experience 
which you think could help?  For example:-
Planning.  Project management.  Planning Law.  Data & Statistics Analysis. Landscape design.  Master planning.  Architecture.  
Community Consultations. Web protection.  Transport.  Energy and Communications Infrastructure. Representatives of local 
special interest groups.  Local shops.  Business and Charities.  Health and Fitness.  Disability issues.  Youth work.  Sports and 
Recreation.  Development.  Housing.  Education & Children’s issues.  Church Groups.  Fund raising.  Local Government.  Farming 
and Rural Groups. In fact anyone who would like to help shape the future of our community.
Please contact us at wittongilbertyparishcouncil@gmail.com
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     WITTON GILBERT PARISH COUNCIL   
2016 MEETING DATES

08/02/2016                   11/07/2016                   
14/03/2016                   12/09/2016                        
11/04/2016                   10/10/2016
09/05/2016                   14/11/2016
13/06/2016                   05/12/2016

 All at 6.00pm in Cooper Hall

Fun at St Michael’s ‘Messy 
Church Day’

On Saturday 19th December we were delighted to 
welcome 27 children and their parents for our annual 
nativity at church.  The children began making Christmas 
robins, Angels and christingles and then gathered in the 
chancel for the story of Jesus birth that was acted out by 
the children.  Costumes were provided by other churches 
in the North Durham Team and everyone joined in singing 
children’s Christmas carols.  it was a really joyous occasion 
for both the young and their elders.

Afterwards the children enjoyed seasonal party food 
provided by parishioners.


