
THURSDAY 28TH JUNE 2012 will be etched in the 
history books as the day nature went wild in our 
area.
What started as a rainstorm soon enveloped Witton 
Gilbert causing damage from the top to the bottom of 
the village.
Steps created quick running waterfalls, plants were 
uprooted, wheelie bins, brick walls, garden furniture or 
any other unsecured articles were carried away by the 
force of the water.
Within sixty minutes the whole village was in carnage.  
Roads were impassable, cars were engulfed, people 

were paddling knee deep in water.  Businesses and 
residents alike had their premises flooded and personal 
possessions were lost forever.
Many families have had to vacate their homes until 
they can be made safe and restored for their return.

Heartfelt sympathy is extended to those families who 
have been affected by this deluge and only time will tell 
if Mother Nature will catch us out again in the coming 
decades with any more unpleasant surprises.

WE ALL HOPE NOT!
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Witton Gilbert Nursery
Witton Gilbert Nursery has an amazing start to the new school year planned.
We will welcome 30 new children and their families to the nursery and hope you are 
all looking forward to joining us.  As well as working with Mrs. Markwell (Manager) Ms. 
Soulsby (Deputy Manager and SENCO) and Miss McCormack (Nursery Nurse) the 
children will meet our new member of staff and also our apprentice.  We are going 
to continue with our Moving Skills Program, our Benji Bear work and our Forest School 
Approach as well as lots of exciting activities linked to the children’s interest.
Hope you all have a happy, safe summer.

Sacriston Surgery – Yellow Lines 
The Parish Council and Highways department are starting a consultation process in the forthcoming 
weeks with the residents who live in close proximity to the surgery, relating to the traffic congestion 
outside the surgery premises.  Proposals are that yellow lines are to be painted outside the surgery.  If 
you have any objections could you speak or send your comments to the Highways department.
We have a patient representative group putting forward your views and ideas.  If you have anything 
you would like us to discuss please forward to Julia.haswell@nhs.net or by letter to Julia Haswell, Practice 
Manager.                                                                                         Julia Haswell, Practice Manager

Neighbourhood Wardens 
Changes to the neighbourhood wardens service 
in County Durham are proving successful.
Anew shift pattern was introduced on April 30th, 
which means the wardens are now on duty during 
evenings and weekends across the county.
Changes to working conditions also means 
neighbourhood wardens have taken on 
responsibility for collecting stray dogs.  As well 
as improvements to the collection of stray dogs 
reported out of hours, the wardens have also 
been better able to tackle low level anti-social 
behaviour – including underage alcohol seizures 
– during evenings.
Oliver Sherratt, head of direct services for Durham 
County Council, said “By changing the working 
arrangements in this way we have made it possible 
for wardens to be on duty at the times when they 
are most needed, particularly evenings”.
The new teams will focus specifically on issues 
which are important to local communities, 
including keeping areas clean and green, anti-
social behaviour and taking tough action on 
those who damage the environment through 
littering and dog fouling. 

Police Update 
Over recent weeks 
Witton Gilbert has been 
experiencing a large 
number of vehicle related 
criminal damages.  Some 
of the vehicles have had 
relatively minor damage but the majority have 
been of a more serious nature.  If anyone can 
provide information in relation to these incidents, 
could you please contact Durham Police on the 
new 101 number?  If you fear reprisals through 
contacting the Police, you can pass on information 
anonymously and/or request that Police do not visit 
your home.
If by chance we DO get a summer this year please 
take care if you are going to be enjoying relaxing 
or working in your rear garden. Remember to 

lock the front entrance to your 
property, as not everyone can 
hear if someone enters that way. 
Again, if you have had windows 
open please close and secure 
before leaving your home.  If you 
have been working in the garden 

make sure you lock away all tools – don’t leave it to 
chance for the opportunist thieves.
For information Witton Gilbert is covered by Durham 
City Neighbourhood Team and we are based at 
Framwellgate Moor Police Station, Old Pit Lane, 
Framwellgate Moor, and your Community Inspector 
is Paul Anderson.  Witton Gilbert is NOT covered by 
officers who work at Sacriston Police Office, but at 
times if they are closer to an ongoing incident in 
Witton Gilbert, they will often attend.

 

 

 

NEED TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS?
For just £40 for the year we will give you 

advertising in all four issues of WITTON 
GILBERT PARISH NEWSLETTER. So whether 
it be Taxi service, Childminding, utility 

services….  Whatever your business… 
spread the word.  To book an advert 
contact G.Thompson on 0191 3711808



Village News.... Farewell To Mrs. Hodgson 
At the end of this term, Witton Gilbert 
Primary School bids a fond, but sad 
farewell to Mrs. Judith Hodgson the 

Head Teacher.
Mrs. Hodgson was appointed to commence duty in January 2007, 
and under her leadership the school has become a high achieving 
establishment.
We all wish Mrs. Hodgson every success as Head of Brandon Primary 
School.
The Govenors have appointed Mrs. Paula Nelson to succeed Mrs. Hodgson.  Mrs. 
Nelson comes to us from Esh Winning Primary and we all welcome her and wish her a 
successful and enjoyable headship at Witton Gilbert.

Margaret Copestake – Chair of Govenors.

Adult Gym 
ONCE again we are sad to report another mindless 
act of vandalism in our village.  All protective 
rubber handles on each of the 
eight pieces of equipment on 
the site in Fulforth Park have 
been removed leaving potential 
users in danger of injury, not to 
mention the cost replacement 
will incur.
SHAME ON THE CULPRITS OF THIS 
SELFISH DEED!!

War Memorial  
Once a month Councillor A. 
Simpson and his wife June 
tend the garden area around 
our War Memorial, and they 
would like, on behalf of the 
residents of Witton Gilbert,  
extend thanks to Mr. Raymond 
May (Tichie to many) and his friend who give 
added support by keeping the grass in pristine 
condition.  It is important we show our respect 
to all victims of war, past and present.

Muts Buts
WITTON GILBERT PARISH 
COUNCIL  have had many 
reports of dog fouling along 
our footpaths and park 
areas.  They are providing poop scoop bags 
which can be picked up at the Post Office 
and Cooper Hall.
Wardens are patrolling frequently soiled areas 
and fines are liable.

PLEASE bag it……then bin it!!  

Who Does What?
A MAN AND HIS WIFE WERE HAVING AN ARGUMENT ABOUT WHO SHOULD BREW THE COFFEE EACH 
MORNING.  The wife said, ‘You  should do it because you get up first, then we won’t have to wait so 
long to get our coffee’.  The husband said, ‘You say you are in charge of the kitchen in this house, so 
it’s your job and I can wait for my coffee.’  The wife replies, ‘No, you should do it,  besides, it says in the 
Bible that the man should do the coffee.’  ‘I don’t believe you, show me,’  he replied.  So she fetched 
the Bible and opened it at the New Testament, and at the top of several pages it did indeed say…..
HEBREWS!!.

Village Fireworks And 
Bonfire Event

Volunteers are still being sought 
to help prepare and mange our 
annual bonfire and fireworks 
display which this year will take 
place on November 3rd at the 
Clink Bank.  The bonfire will be 
lit at 6.30pm followed by a 7pm 
fireworks display.  If you feel you 

could assist with this event please ring Mr. David 
Wilcox on 0191 3710529.  

 

 

 

 

 



‘PARISH NOTICEBOARD’

Witton Gilbert Parish Council 
have  Resolved to support 
with grants Witton Gilbert 

Community Centre,
Our Village Playgroup and 
Witton Gilbert Bowls Club.

Published by G.Thompson on behalf of  Tony Harries (Chair)  Witton Gilbert Parish Council.
Printed by Papercraft 5 Phoenix Road, Crowther Ind Est, Washington Tel 0191 415 7100

Tell us what you think.......
Name: .......................................................................................  Address: ...................................................................................

Tel: .............................................................................................  Email: ........................................................................................

&

St Michael’s Renovation Appeal Concert
‘a triumph’         ‘summertime sensation’       ‘brilliant’

On July 5th the congregation at St. Michael’s performed a 
miracle when they banished all thoughts of flooding and 
summertime blues and replaced them with an evening that left 
people feeling positive, healthy and glowing with satisfaction. 
Colourful posters advertising the concert around the village 
worked their magic and resulted in a packed church (100 
people and standing room only). The atmosphere was one 
of happy anticipation. Bunting decked the church inside and 
out, and the sight and smell of fresh strawberries and other 
wonderful refreshments whetted people’s appetites for what 
was to come. We promised an evening of music with something 
to suit everyone’s taste and we did not disappoint. Our Primary 
School children, Dillon, Sophie,  Anya And Abbie, supported by 
Kevin Wilson and Jack Hardiman, played guitar and sang pops 
songs, Revd Tom Glover played the organ like the virtuoso he is.  
Audrey Elliott sang Waltz of my Heart and Villia from The Merry 
Widow, Savanagh Holmes played beautiful harp music, Darah Dellar (clarinet) and Georgina Wilczek (keyboard) 
gave us Summertime by Geo. Gershwin, Music of the Night by Geo. Gershwin and Water of Tyne. To round things 
off we all had the chance to join in by singing Blaydon Races and Cushie Butterfield.
Our Vicar, Canon Caroline Dick, spoke inspirationally about the need to renovate the church so that with a new 
roof, a much needed toilet, a kitchenette/serving area and comfortable seating, evenings like this could be 
regular events.  She told us about Breathing Space Health and Wellbeing project that would be based at the 
church and would benefit all of Witton Gilbert residents, and she ended by encouraging everyone to support our 
fundraising efforts. Our next target in this phased project is to raise the remaining £7,000 for the roof. Work on 
the toilet begins at the end of July and we hope to have another concert in October to celebrate its completion.
PLEASE SUPPORT US IN WHATEVER WAY YOU CAN.   
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