
 

Early last year our local Post Master, Neil Liddle, contacted the 
Parish Council with an idea through which the Village could mark 
our Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  He had come across the village of 
Todmorden in Lancashire which had developed various sites within 
their village for community gardens which produced local vegetables 
and fruit for its residents.

Neil’s idea was to plant 
apple trees on various 
public spaces throughout 
the village to provide fresh 
apples which all residents 
could pick and enjoy.  The 
Parish Council working with 
the County Council were 
able to identify four sites 
which were considered 
suitable, Newton Street, 
Park View, Norburn Park 
and Hillside.
We contacted a fruit tree 
grower who identified 
species of apple trees which were suitable for planting in our climate 
and were compatible to cross pollination.  It was agreed that at each 
of the sites we would plant a King of the Pippin and a Discovery apple 
tree.
The Parish Council contacted our local Primary school to ask if children 
could assist with planting the trees and on 5th and 7th of March pupils 
from year 6, along with their teachers Mr. Wilson and Mrs. Reynolds, 
assisted by members of the Parish Council, completed the task.
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Elections for the new Unitary 
Council as well as for Parish 
Council will take place on 2nd 
May this year.  New boundaries 
have been created for the County Council.   The 
new boundary includes Langley Park and Witton 
Gilbert as well as smaller hamlets further to the west of 
Langley Park.  Residents will be able to elect 2 County 

Councillors.  If you require a postal vote you can 
register at  aboutmyvote.co.uk
Alternatively you can call the 
Council on 03000 261 212.  They 
can help to get you registered to 
vote if you have moved as well as 
arrange for a postal vote if you are 
unable to get to the Polling Station.



On  Thursday 7th March 2012 Officers from 
Framwellgate Neighbourhood Policing Team, 
along with our Road Policing Unit, DVLA and 
Durham County Council conducted an operation 
within the village of Witton Gilbert.  The aim of the 
operation was to target untaxed, no MOT and 
uninsured vehicles, along with those who speed 
through the village.  Officers were also tackling 
vehicles that collect scrap and carry waste 
materials, checking validity of their insurance and 
waste carriers licences.  As a result, one driver 
received an endorsable fixed penalty notice for 
speeding and another was given a verbal caution.  
One vehicle was removed for having no road 
tax and another driver was given a warning.  For 
information to residents, if you live in local authority 

housing and your vehicle is declared off road, you 
are not allowed to keep the vehicle on the land.  
Also, as mentioned in previous newsletters if you 
notice a vehicle without tax, please could this 
be reported direct to DVLA, this can be done by 
telephone or online, and it can be anonymous.
Several scrap vehicles were stopped and checked 
over; one driver has been asked to produce 
his documentation with a view to prosecution. 
Another vehicle was stopped and reported for 
waste carrier offences.

Generally could we ask that local residents are 
vigilant and pay extra attention to their properties; 
making sure all doors and windows are kept 
locked when leaving the property unoccupied, 
also garages and sheds are kept secure.

Dog fouling is one of the major issues dealt with by our wardens.  Patrols are being made in nuisance 
hot-spots and fixed penalties have been issued.  Be a responsible dog-owner and carry a bag.  Poop 
bags can be got from Cooper Hall and Post Office.  Other environmental problems being investigated 
are fly-tipping, littering and untidy yards and gardens.  If your property area needs it, take advantage 
of the coming longer daylight hours to have a clean-up!

New members are being sought by Witton 
Gilbert Bowls Club.  The season starts with the 
green opening on 16th April.   Anyone interested 
should contact David Minns on 
01913712139. Training sessions 
take place on Monday and 
Thursday afternoons at 1.15pm.  
The team plays Tuesday nights 
at 6.30pm and on Saturday 
afternoons at 2.30pm.  Members 
do not have to play in the team 
as it can be social bowling only.

65 years and still going strong.....Witton Gilbert W.I. 
Not just Jam and Jerusalem!
Speakers and demonstrations, theatre visits, craft 
workshops, trips, meals out, PLUS the opportunity 
to meet new friends.  Does this appeal to you?  
Then come along to Cooper Hall on second 
Monday of each month at 7.00pm and give it a 
try, or come to our Coffee Morning on 11th May 
between 10.00am and 12.00 noon, also in Cooper 
Hall.  Meet some of our members and hear about 
the things we have been doing and are planning 
for the future.

  
On Saturday 15th June there will be Strawberry Teas served in Cooper Hall in aid of 
St. Cuthbert’s Hospice’s 25th Anniversary.  Tickets are £4.00.  plus raffle prizes.
There will also be stalls in aid of Cooper Hall upkeep.
If anyone wants a stall please contact the hall on 01913710371 on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays between 1pm and 3.30pm.  Price per table £7.50.

COOPER HALL still hosts Coffee Mornings every Tuesday morning where you can 
drop in and enjoy a cuppa and some delicious home-baked cake whilst you 
browse over the large selection of books which can be purchase from as cheap as 
50p each. OR, you can join the local walking group which leaves the hall around 
10pm and does local walks distancing 3-4 miles and lasting about one and a half 
hours.  Water bottles and suitable footwear recommended.



NEED TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS?

For just £40 for the 
year we will give 
you advertising in 
all four issues of 

WITTON GILBERT PARISH 
NEWSLETTER. 

So whether it be Taxi 
service, Childminding, 

utility services….  
Whatever your 

business… spread 
the word.  To book 
an advert contact 
G.Thompson on 0191 

3711808

July 2013 brings more changes to the Surgery.
Dr. Susan Walton will be retiring from the practice.  We are extremely sorry to see her leave after so many 
years working and caring for the patients in this area. She will not only be a huge miss to the patients but 
also to everyone who works here. We wish her a long and healthy retirement.
Dr. Andrew Williams will be joining the team in July and some of you may have already met him as he 
was one of our GP Registrars a few years ago.  I am sure he will try to bridge the gap that Susan will leave 
here at Sacriston.  
A reminder that we are always happy to recruit any of our patients to our Patient Representative Group, 
which meets every 2 months.  The next meeting is to be held on Wednesday May 8th 2pm in the Surgery.

 
 on Sacriston Lane 

offer all aspects of hair and beauty treatments 
and only use Loreal hair products...a market                 
leader!  We offer 10% discount to pensioners 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  We also 
have monthly special offers which can be 
found on Facebook (Beauty-licious)and in 
the Top Banana.  We do kids pamper parties, 
weddings, Prom and Holiday packages.  We 
also do ear-piercing and have a verticle 
sunbed.    
 travel or pay parking fees when we have 
such competitive prices.  Support your 
village salon, book now on 0191 3712953.                                                          

On Wednesday 15th February 2013 a HMI (Her 
Majesty’s Inspector) visited our  nursery.  This was 
not an inspection....the nursery had been selected 
to contribute to an Ofsted good practice guide 
that will be published on the Ofsted website. The 
aim of the visit was to have an in depth look at 
‘outstanding’ practice, which of course is what the 
group achieved when it was last Why inspected.  The 
inspector spent 3 hours at the nursery talking about 
the exceptional opportunities and experiences 
offered by the group. The guide will be used as 
a document to aid other groups working towards 
achieving a similar goal. We are highly delighted 
that that the work we do, on a day to day basis, 
has been recognised at the highest level.

 

St. Michael’s has seen the Breathing Space project get 
off to a flying start.  Pam Barmby (Project Officer) was 
commissioned by the Bishop of Jarrow on 13th January and the church 
was packed! Pam is usually available Mon,Tues and Wed mornings 
in the church when it is open to visitors.  She can be contacted on 
07508471522 or breathingspacedurham@gmail.com    Breathing Space 
had its first AGM ON 12th March and reports will be available shortly on 
www.durhamnorthteam.org  (click on Witton Gilbert and then Breathing 
Space.)  Work has begun on creating a new meeting room/kitchenette 
in the Vestry and re-roofing the whole church will begin later this year.  
THANK YOU to everyone who is contributing to the renovation of St. 
Michael’s – we can’t succeed without you!  Our church was recently 
showcased at a regional Building for Mission Conference and is pictured 
on the front cover of the Spirit in Stone brochure.  We are gradually 
adapting the church building to make it a more useable space for 
everybody.  Breathing Space will be starting a programme of events 
and activities after Easter focused on improving health and well-being.  
This year we have had a variety of services, including healing, quiet 
reflection and Holy Week.  These are in addition to the morning services 
on Sun(9.15) and Weds (9.30) and everyone is always very welcome.  
Breathing Space is about enhancing the quality of life for everyone in a 
holistic way that explores mental, physical and spiritual aspects of well-
being in fresh and exciting ways.
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The first stages of work to reduce the risk of flooding in the village have now been completed.  County 
Councillor Mark Wilkes says “The improvements behind the White Tun with a much larger culvert as 
well as fixing of certain drains should dramatically reduce the risks

The Council is to carry out a hydrological study of the wider area so that it can put in place a more long-
term solution for the whole village, however the current works should dramatically reduce the risks on 
the scale we saw in the village last year.

Ray Gibbon has announced his retirement from Witton Gilbert Parish Council.

Octogenerian Ray, since retiring from the Police Force, has spent most of his spare time working for the 
community, and besides the Parish Council he has been a School Governor, chairman of the Community 
Association and is an active member of the Methodist Church.  Ray was for many years a member of 
Durham City Council and he became Mayor of Durham, a role he carried out with distinction.
Ray can best be described as a true ‘Communion Champion’ always putting others before himself 
despite the occasional bouts of poor health.
The Parish Council would like to thank Ray and wish him and his wife Margaret a long and happy 
retirement.


