
It is with great regret that 
we have to report the sad 
loss of Witton Gilbert Parish 
Councillor Alex N Woodmass 
on 17th January 2016 and 
former Witton Gilbert Parish 
Councillor Mrs Ellen Waugh on 
3rd February 2016.  Alex served 
as a Councillor from November 
2008 until his death and Ellen 
from May 2003 until May 
2013.   We pay tribute to their 
outstanding work for the Parish 
Council and within the wider 
community of Witton Gilbert 
and all our thoughts go out to 
their family and friends at this 
sad time. 
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Proposed new houses on Front Street
Durham County Council have received a planning application for 19 new houses on the land between Snook Acres 
and the Park View roundabout.
Witton Gilbert Parish Council has responded as follows:-
  ‘The Parish Council supports new residential development in the village but considers 
that this application in its current form is not appropriate.  We would consider sensitively 
designed development on this site and are willing to work with the developer to reach a 
mutually acceptable solution.  The site forms the gateway to our community and the quality 
of housing, selection of materials and landscape setting are extremely important.  The house 
types shown on the application show little regard for the setting of the Front Street and the 
unique character of Witton Gilbert.
    The Neighbourhood Plan for the village is nearing first (non-statutory) draft stage and 
one of the key policies is to promote the land at the rear of Front Street as a deliverable site 
for carefully designed dwellings to reflect the character of the village. We would ask that, 
although the Neighbourhood plan is not yet made, the aspirations and ambitions of the 
community are taken into account when making your decision on this application.
     Currently the settlement boundary is drawn to follow the rear of the housing along the 
Front Street and would not include the site.
     Our response shows that the Parish Council and the community are not against development 
on this site in principle.  However, there are elements of this proposal which we believe will 
need to be addressed before we can support this application.’

Councillor Alex N Woodmass Councillor Mrs Ellen Waugh



Village Centre Consultation & Funding

Taking Care Of Your Dog

Over County Durham there was 14 reports of stray dogs in January, 9 of 
which were passed to kennels.  On the 6th April 2016 new legislation 
comes into effect which makes it compulsory for dogs over the age of 8 
weeks to be micro-chipped.

This is one of the ways to be sure your dog will make it home, unlike tags 
or collars which can fall off or be removed.  A chip the size of a grain of rice 
is a permanent form of identifying your dog.  If your dog becomes lost or 
stolen and is picked up by dog wardens, or turns up at a vet’s office, the 
chip’s unique code will be matched to your contact details.

Durham County Council residents can contact StrayAid in Coxhoe who will microchip your dog free of charge.

Anyone wishing to report dog-fouling can do so on www.durham.gov.uk/dogfouling

  The formation of the Parish Plan was launched in October 
2009 with a well-attended public meeting in Witton 
Gilbert Village Hall.  The steering committee designed a 
questionnaire which was sent to every household and 
establishment in June 2010.
   The consultation showed that there was a desire for 
more local shops and the community also expressed a 
need to provide a focus, a meeting point, a concentration 
of activity, where the Community could encounter each 
other, all ages and social groups.  There were many 
comments on the unsightly appearance and siting of the 
White Tun and options and opportunities to recreate a 
village centre.
   The Parish Council with the support of the Neighbourhood 
Plan team held consultation events in Cooper Hall on 30th 
November 2014, 21sr February 2015 and 30th May 2015.  
On the 19th December 2015 a consultation meeting held 
for residents to view and discuss the proposed plans 
to improve the area around McColl’s new shop.  Many 
people left suggestions on landscaping, access, traffic 
calming and footpaths, particularly linking Durham 
Gardens and Brookside.  The Parish Council have a few 
legal issues to resolve with McColls and have appointed 
a design company to take the project forward.  This is 
a once in a life time opportunity and the Parish Council 
members feel that we must get it right.
   Funding for the project is an issue and whilst the Parish 
Precept has not risen for 8 years the Council will have to 
find a substantial amount of money so an increase this 
year has been unavoidable.  In January this year the 
Parish Council increased the precept from £29,500 to 
£65,500 to provide extra money to fund the design and 
initial construction works for the scheme to start in 2016 
with the remainder of the funding to come from grants 
and a loan from the Public works Loan Board, which will 

be paid back over the coming 5 years.

   It is estimated that the Village Centre could cost around 
£120.000 and funding will be sought from Durham Area 
Partnership, our County Councillors neighbourhood 
budgets, section 106 money from the Wallnook Grange 
development at Witton Station and other sources.
   The Parish Council at its meeting on 8th February 2016 
appointed Southerngreen Charted Landscape Architects 
to design the Village Centre who from Spring 2016 will 
be preparing, briefing, consulting and developing a 
Masterplan ‘Concept Design’ to allow for additional 
funding bids to be sought and prioritisation of work, then 
the development of a detailed design of the full scheme 
with a works value of around £120,000, submission of 
planning and assistance with funding bids through to 
commencement of work.  
During this process all residents will be able to participate 
in design workshops and be able to make a contribution 
to the final design of the Village Centre Project.  



NEED TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS?
For just £40 for the year 

we will give
you advertising in all four issues of WITTON 
GILBERT PARISH NEWSLETTER.  So whether it be 

Taxi service, Childminding, utility services….
 Whatever your business… 

spread the word.  To book an advert contact 

G.Thompson on 0191 3711808

Sacriston Surgery news….
We now offer patients the opportunity to book appointments on-line, as well as order your prescriptions on-line.  
If this is something that will help you, please call in and ask at reception where you will get all the information you 
require.
Prescriptions can be forwarded to your Nominated Pharmacy, no need to collect your prescription any more from 
the surgery, just let us know who you would like to dispense your medication, then we can send it direct to the 
pharmacy of your choice.  If you work in another area e.g. Newcastle, we can send your prescription to the nearest 
pharmacy of your workplace if it is easier for you to collect from there.
Funding for opening SATURDAY MORNINGS was agreed until the end of March and we will keep you informed if 
this is extended beyond March

Indoor Bowling
On Monday afternoons in Witton Gilbert 
Community Centre from 1pm – 3pm there’s a 
welcome for anyone who would like to join a small 
friendly group enjoying a steady game of bowls.  
The pace is gentle, the chat is fun and there is a 
cuppa and biscuit into the bargain!  All capabilities 
welcome.

Join In The Fun….whilst raising money for KIDS!!  
 
On May 21st, Cup Final Day, we’re putting on a village Fun Day in the Club 
starting at 10.30am.  We’re ‘kicking off’ with a charity football match over 
on the football field, then it’s back to the Club where you can join in darts, 
domino and pool handicaps.  In the lounge you can take part in a Poker 
Tournament, Mr and Mrs Competition, or Play Your Cards Right.  There 
will be Stand-up Bingo and raffles and other activities too….all monies 
raised will go to support local kids causes, e.g. Playgroup, Toddler Group, 
Drama Group and local hospital children’s unit.
So come along….this is a chance to get villagers together, have fun and a 
drink for no better cause than to help our Kids!!
C.H.A.D. Charity.

MISSION IN WITTON GILBERT EASTER DAY TO PENTECOST 2016 

Jesus said ‘As you sent me into the world I have sent you into the world’   John 17 v 18 

The church families of Witton Gilbert Methodist Church(  EMAIL ADDRESS) and St Michael and All Angels(EMAIL ADDRESS) are seeking to reach out into the community of Witton Gilbert and to 
pray for all the streets and associations in the surrounding areas of the village on a specific day (listed below).     If you would like us to pray for a particular person in your household or an event 
from Easter day through to Pentecost you can leave a message on the email addresses listed below.  We will respect confidentiality at all times.  Please feel free to contact us with your concerns 

which need support, or praise for celebrations and good news you wish to celebrate and thank God for.  We continue to hold you all as a community in our thoughts and prayers. 

 

Easter Day 
Witton Gilbert Methodist Church and St. Michael and All Angels  

March  
28th  

 

Burnside  April 
4th  

Louisa Tce April 
11th 

May Lea 
West Lea 

Aprii 
11th  

Dene Tce April 
25th 

Waterson 
Cres. 

May 
2nd 

Chester Gdns May 
9th  

Fydoune 
Way 

29th  Friarside 
Glebeside  

 
5th 

Tile Shed Cotts. 12th  The Crescent 19th Brookside  26th Park View 3rd Fell House 
Horn House 

10th Fairview 

30th  Falkous Tce  
6th 

Chapel Court 13th  Turners Buildings 20th Newton Garth 27th South lea 4th Acorn Croft 11th East and 
West 
Block 

31st  Louvaine 
Tce 

 
7th 

Findon Ave 14th Green Lea 
Oak Lea 

21st Coach Lane 28th Deneside  5th Front St. 
The Rectory 

12th  Newton St 

 
April 
1st 

 
Hillside 

 
8th 

 
Durham Gdns 

 
15th  

 
Norburn Park 

 
22nd 

 
North Tce. 

 
29th  

 
Cragside  

 
6th 

 
Nor Lane  

13th  Hedleys 
Buildings 
Sacriston 

Lane  
2nd 3rd  Community 

Centre 
Post office 

McColls  

9th 

10th  
Primary and 

Nursery school 
Prophet Taxi 

16th  Parish council. 
Neighbourhood 

planning, Witton Matters 

23rd  The Travellers 
Rest 

Witton Gilbert Club 

30th  
1st 

May 

Colors Taxi 
May Lea Shop 
Yellow Dragon 

7th Turning Heads 
(Hairdresser) 

Pet shop 
 

14th  Allotments 
Glendenni
ng     Arms 

 Pentecost Day  
THE VILLAGE COMMUNITY 

 
 
 

 

Email adddresses Methodist: wittonmedodist@gmail.com   and St Michael: 

MISSION IN WITTON GILBERT EASTER DAY TO PENTECOST 2016
Jesus said ‘As you sent me into the world I have sent you into the world’  John 17 v 18

The church families of Witton Gilbert Methodist Church wittonmedodist@gmail.com and St Michael and All Angels durhamnorthteam@gmail.com 
are seeking to reach out into the community of Witton Gilbert and to pray for all the streets and associations in the surrounding areas of the village 

on a specific day (listed below).     If you would like us to pray for a particular person in your household or an event from Easter day through to 
Pentecost you can leave a message on the email addresses listed below.  We will respect confidentiality at all times.  
Please feel free to contact us with your concerns which need support, or praise for celebrations and good news you 

wish to celebrate and thank God for.  We continue to hold you all as a community in our thoughts and prayers.



Your Parish Councillors

Arnie Simpson (Chair) 3712161

Neil Liddle  (Vice Chair)             3710339

Paul Guy                         
3710455

Lynne Michelle Cowan   3719461

Fraser Reynolds   
3711198

Anthony V. Harries        
3710988

Amanda Hillary              
3718239

Maria Waller                     
3718365

Jon Reynolds 
3718691

Geo.Thompson (Clerk)   3711808
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Tell us what you think.......
Name: .......................................................................................  Address: ...................................................................................

Tel: .............................................................................................  Email: ........................................................................................

&

Following the death of Councillor                                  
Alex Woodmass, Witton Gilbert Parish
Council has co-opted Jon Reynolds to                 
fill the vacancy.  Jon who has lived all                  
his life in the village is married with 
two grown up sons and works as a 

Highways Utilities Manager.

St Michael’s Church
The Church is part of the Small Pilgrim Places Network www.smallpilgromplaces.org    Witton Gilbert has 
had visitors from as far afield as Australia.  This will be the 8th year of opening on Saturdays in June, July and 
August.  Hours now 10.00am – 4.00pm  (was 11.00am – 3.00pm)

Nursery & Reception Class
Witton Gilbert Nursery and reception class had an 
amazing Chinese New Year celebration. For the year 
of the monkey we made monkey puppets, tried some 
Chinese writing, listened to Chinese stories, tried some 
Chinese dressing up, set up our own Chinese take away 
as well as performing our own dragon dance. We had a 
Chinese feast provided by The Yellow Dragon in Witton 
Gilbert and a cooking demonstration and tasting 
session by Yummy Yummy, Langley Park. A huge thank 
you to those who supported us.
Nursery are presently celebrating World Book Day with 
2 dressing up days to try an accommodate as many 
children as possible, we are then looking forward to 
our Easter celebrations.
Nursery is now completely full and will not be offering places now until September 2016, those who 
have their child’s name on our waiting list will be contacted at Easter to start the intake procedure.


