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Parish Council News
In response to the murder of Jo Cox MP, on Friday 17th June St Michael
and All Angels Church held a silent candlelit vigil in her memory and
support for her family and many friends.

www.witton-gilbert.org.uk
NEW community Website

A new community website was launched last month with the aim of providing a digital community hub working to
compliment the Parish Newsletter. We want to provide the background information about our community, its history,
the facilities available, what events are happening and the clubs, groups and organisations that provide the cultural
and leisure activities in Witton Gilbert. The site is especially aimed at the residents of Witton Gilbert but we hope that
it will also be used by visitors to the area.
The site is still being developed and is by no means complete. So if you are a member of a group, organisation or
an individual that serves the parish of Witton Gilbert and you would like to have some presence on the site, be it a
dedicated page, a regular post or a link to your own website, then please contact us.
The site is provided and run by residents of Witton Gilbert with financial assistance from the Parish Council, so there
is no commercial pressure, no unwanted adverts and the content is entirely in the community’s control.
Contact Details by email: contact@witton-gilbert.org.uk www.witton-gilbert.org.uk

C.H.A.D Charity

On Saturday 21st May, FA Cup Final Day, the above charity which raises money for the kids in our area held their
Fun Day in Witton Club and raised £1955. After a football match on the playing field, they went back to the Club
where fun and games took place including a Team
Poker Tournament which had over 70 entrants.
On 11th June, presentation day, organisations that
benefited were British Heart Foundation, Rainbow
Trust caring for terminal kids in Durham and as our
picture shows the under 16s football team were
presented with their very own new strips. New
players are always welcome. so if you’re under 16
and interested ring S.Blakey on 07961899859.
The remainder has been put aside for Easter Family
Day 2017.
Witton Club are looking for players to form a Men’s
Team to play on Sunday mornings … if interested
contact Paul Reid on 07423578119.

Witton Gilbert Neighbourhood Plan - Public Consultations Event
The latest public consultation events were held at Cooper Hall
on 2nd and 4th June. These were well attended and lively
events. This was the first time a single draft document has
been presented, setting all 13 policies in context.
Around 70 people attended the events and we would like
to thank all those who came along and shared their views.
All written comments received at all stages of the Plan are
documented and will be retained for scrutiny ian layer formal
stages of the Plan.
We welcome the opportunity to talk to the residents and feel
that a single document brought some clarity and answered
some questions posed previously.
The issue which generated the most comment was the
proposed allocations of land for housing development,
with concern expressed about the proposed location of the
development. We would like to stress that:
• The Neighbourhood Plan is a vision for our community for
the next 15 years.
• The plan is designed to protect our parish from unwanted
development and protect the facilities and character of
the village for the next generation.
• Th Neighbourhood Plan cannot make things happen, the
aim is to encourage good quality design with a design
guide and prevent poorly planned development.
• The Plan is still very much in its informal consultation
stage and there is more work to do.
Please do not think that you have missed the opportunity
to have your views heard. You can contact us at any time.
Suggestions and ideas from residents are always welcome, we

Breathing Space at St Michael’s Church

On Thursday 16th June St Michael’s Church hosted a
workshop for Empowering Design Practices (EDP). This is a
research project exploring historic places of worship and their
potential as community resources. Their aim is to work with
people who look after historic places of worship and explore
the support mechanisms and creative hands-on practices they
apply to make their historic building a community asset. Their
approach is to learn from the past, support new journeys and
capacity building. EDP learnt of our Breathing Space Project
at St Michael’s at a Prince’s Trust BRICK WORKSHOP held
in Bolton earlier this year and are holding our project up as
an example of best practice. The whole community can be
proud of the support they have given and continue to give for
Breathing Space and the re-ordering of the church.

would appreciate any help.
Web Page
The Draft Plan is available to view on the new community web
site, www.witton-gilbert.co.uk
Comments can be made via the web site or by post. This site
is still very much a work in progress, but the intention is to
have all relevant documents publicly available. Community
involvement is the key to success for the Neighbourhood Plan
and clear communication channels are essential.
Please let us know your thoughts.

Contact Details - by email: contact@witton-gilbert.co.uk
by post: Neighbourhood Plan, c/o 7 Hillside, Witton Gilbert,
Durham DH76SE

Breathing Space Showcase Week

During the week starting 13th June Breathing Space prepared
a Showcase and invited the public to come along and join in
with various activities run by them. Over 50 people took part
which included Tai Chi (in church because of the rain) a BBQ
in glorious sunshine
prepared by men from Changing Lives at Plawsworth who
work hard to keep our Nature Reserve Witton Dene in
good order, Get Active Fitness took place in the chapel on
Wednesday and to end the week Folk Singing with local
renowned folk singer Benny Graham. We would like to thank
all who took part.
If you would like to get involved in any of the activities
at Breathing Space call Gillie on 01913711387 or email
breathiingspacedurham@gmail.com

Witton Gilbert Bowling Club

Witton Gilbert Bowling Club are inviting new members. Whether you have played before and would like to hone your skills,
or even if you have never played it would be a good chance to get some exercise, fresh-air and learn a new skill….any age and
capability is welcome.
The club meets for practice on the green behind the Community Centre at 1pm -3pm on Monday and Thursday afternoons and
there are bowls to use for beginners so no need to rush out to buy any. The club is a member of the Durham Bowls League and
matches are played around the county on Tuesday evenings and Saturday afternoons.
For more information please ring Chris Doney on 0191 37219459.

Witton Gilbert Womens Institute
Over the last few months members of the W.I. have enjoyed a varied programme of speakers and events. The Coffee
Morning on April 9th was well received and much interest shown. Visits were planned to a Regency Fashion Evening
and a Ladies Day at Eshott Hall in Northumberland which included a 2 course lunch and a cookery demonstration.
The Darts Team made it into the final. We didn’t win but a good time was had by all.
The team entered for the County Quiz came 2nd in the final.
Our speakers have included Gary Bankhead who, along with his brother, found some Bishop Ramsay’s treasures while
diving in the River Wear. We also had a visit from Gary Saunders of the Northumbria Blood Bikers. He kept us well
entertained with an account of his voluntary work with his organisation. For those with green fingers plantsman
Howard Leslie gave a slide show of his work when at Whitworth Hall gardens. Afterwards he was able to answer a
variety of questions on gardening issues. Coming events include a proposed outing to Wynyard Hall and a visit to see
the show Summer Holiday.
We meet on 2nd Monday each month in Cooper Hall at 7pm.

A message from SACRISTON SURGER Y
Bowel cancer screening aims to detect bowel cancer at an early stage when treatment is more likely to work. It can
also sometimes prevent bowel cancer from developing.
The screening programme sends out a test kit every 2 years to men and women between the ages of 60-74. The
simple kit is completed in the privacy of your own home. The kit is a simple way for you to collect small samples
of your poo. You wipe the sample onto a special card which you then pop into the post in a hygenically sealed,
prepaid envelope. There are detailed instructions with each kit.
Benefits of bowel cancer screening: If bowel cancer is diagnosed at the earliest stage there is a good chance it can
be cured. Statistics show more than 9 out of 10 people survive their cancer after 5 years or more. When found at
a late stage the chances are must lower.
If you complete or do not complete your bowel cancer screening kit and notice any unusual changes please see
your doctor.
If you would like any further information around bowel cancer screening programme speak to your Practice Nurse
at the surgery.

Police Report

Figures from Witton Gilbert Parish Council Meeting
01/05/2016 – 31/5/2016
Theft of Motor Vehicle
0
Theft from Motor Vehicle
2
		
		
		
Burglary Dwelling
0
Burglary Other 		
(Shed,Garage,Businesss)
1
ASB - Personal
2
ASB - Nuisance
1
		
ASB - Environmental
1
		
Harassment
1
		
		
		
Incidents at Lanchester
17
Road Hospital
Criminal Damage
0
		

Fair View – theft of stihl saw from
vehicle by know person
Cooper Hall Car Park – theft of sat nav
from insecure vehicle
St. Cuthberts Drive, Sacriston – Theft
of generator from a caravan
2 x Personal incidents
Cooper Hall Playing Fields – report of
an off road bike causing nuisance
Fulforth Farm – reports of off road bikes
riding up and down the footpath
The Crescent – ongoing incidents by
known person
Briar Lea – Ongoing incidents by
known person – Domestic related

Coach Lane - 2 x counter allegations in
relation of rights of way with horses
		
Incident reported between two children.
Violence against the		
One assaulting the other with a can of
Person/Public Order
4
spray glue.
		
Public Order – Rose Lea – Domestic
		
Incident that has spilled out into the
		
street involving ambulance crew
Vehicle Nuisance
0
Drugs Offences
0
Theft
1
Front Street – theft of mobile phone
whilst assisting male with flat tyres

65 Incidents were reported in May 2016.
Numerous calls relating to animals on the road
(sheep, cows, bulls and deer) and numerous
misdialled 999 calls.
Reports of drunken people causing concern
because of their vulnerability through alcohol.
Some calls reported traffic light malfunction
and objects on the road.
REMINDER:
Please do not leave items of value in vehicles,
take them inside your property and secure
your vehicle.
Summer invites opportunist thieves so if
enjoying the sunshine at the rear of your
property make sure your windows and garages
are locked.
Do not leave gardening tools, bikes and other
valuables in plain view.

Witton Gilbert
Nursery
Witton Gilbert Nursery are enjoying the sunny weather and
making the most of our developing outdoor environment.
Our latest addition being our
new ‘Amy’s Fairy Garden’, the
children have found a fairy
house and are looking for a
key! We took part in schools
non competitive sports day
and are looking forward to the
fun things planned for the rest
of the summer.
32 children will be leaving us
in July and we wish them well for their new reception closes, 6 child will remain with us plus an addition 24 new
children joining us, nursery is currently full for September 2016. If you wish to place your child’s name on our
waiting list please contact nursery on 07971799575.

At the Parish Council AGM
meeting held on May 9th 2016
Neil Liddle was voted to be Chair
and Fraser Reynolds as Vice Chair.
The Parish Council continue to
meet on the 2nd Monday of each
Month
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Tell us what you think.......
Name:........................................................................................

Address:....................................................................................

Tel:..............................................................................................

Email:.........................................................................................

Published by G.Thompson on behalf of Arnold Simpson (Chair) Witton Gilbert Parish Council.
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