
 
Local families enjoyed an afternoon of free activities at the fun day held 
on Sunday 14th Sept to celebrate the 30th Anniversary Celebrations of the 
Anderson School of Dance which holds classes every Friday evening at Cooper 
Hall in Witton Gilbert.
Despite the overcast weather the event was extremely well attended and 
received by past and present pupils and their families, and members of the local 
community.

Those who attended enjoyed free cakes, chocolates, drinks and 
were entertained with caricature sketching, face painting, arts and 
crafts, beauty treatments, kick-boxing displays, stalls and much 
more besides.
O’Brien’s funfair provided rides and refreshments and the event 
was a huge success and enjoyed by all ages.
Mr Twister (Darren) thoroughly entertained both the children and 
adults alike with his fabulous magic shows and balloon modelling 
throughout the afternoon (indeed some children went home with 
some wonderful balloon creations!)
(Darren will be back to entertain at the children’s fancy-dress 
halloween party which will be held at the hall on 25th October. (look 
out for posters)

Karen Anderson (principal dance teacher) would like to express her sincere thanks to the Parish Council Members, County 
Councillors Mr and Mrs Armstrong, Witton Gilbert Community Centre Committee Members, and local businesses for their 
support and to everyone else whose invaluable help and hard work enabled the day to run successfully.
Karen would also like to express her utmost gratitude to fellow teachers Michelle and Kristy for their years of dedication and 
support to both herself and the dance school over the years.
For information on the dance classes contact Karen - 07828552754
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Picture the scene.  It is 1977, Fleetwood Mac release their Grammy-winning album ‘Rumours’, featuring 
songs that include “ The Chain”.  Children and adults around the country mark the event of the Queen’s 
Silver Jubilee by receiving commemorative coins, piggy banks and other items, and celebrated with street 
parties.  The Sex Pistols were dropped from EMI because of bad behaviour on the Today Programme and 
Don Revie resigns as manager of England’s football team following poor results.  In Witton Gilbert, 1977 
saw the arrival of a young keen teacher called Mr, Wilson, who was eager to make his mark in the education 
world.
Your child might have been one of the many children Mr. Wilson taught over the 37 years.  He has been 
a vital part of this village school over that time and has taught and inspired so many of our children to be 
confident adults, ready to take on the world.  He has stood on the side of football pitches on many a cold, 
wet evening, discussing tactics and cheering on his team.  He has encouraged many children to take up a 
musical interest and learn to play the guitar.   He has also encouraged children to take up new challenges on 
countless residential visits.
So many things do not change.  We are still hearing “The Chain” whenever we watch ‘Formula 1’.  Bands are still behaving 
badly and England’s football results may continue to disappoint, BUT CHANGE DOES HAPPEN.....This July Mr Wilson sadly 
retired from his role at Witton Gilbert Primary School, but he leaves a legacy of children well-prepared for adult life in his 
wake.    HAPPY RETIREMENT MR. WILSON!!

 
Following the shock news that Durham 
County Council are to close the Bowling 
Green we are happy to report that with 
the backing of the Parish Council the 
green will stay open.
The Parish Council will provide financial 
assistance for the period of 3 years which 
will give the Bowling Club time to take 
over the running of the facility, and at the 
end of this period the situation will be 
reviewed.
The plan will involve making the green 
more available for members of the public.  
Whilst the club has 30 members, only 
about 20 play regularly in competitive 
matches, so it is hoped this move will 
give the team a boost.
The green is now closed for the winter 
but when it opens again next spring 
we will advertise opening times so that 
residents can come along and try it out.

   
The Dene and Churchyard were alive with fun and laughter this summer, as a group of primary aged children joined Pat 
Bainbridge and a band of enthusiastic volunteers for a week of woodland activities as part of the Breathing Space project.
Under a grand old spreading sycamore tree in the churchyard, we set up our log circle, where we gathered each day to light a 
fire, get to know one another, tell stories, toast marshmallows and make hot chocolate.
The children learnt bush craft skills, which they put to good use making name pendants, charcoal pencils and shelters, both 
man-sized and mini for the clay creatures they created from natural materials.  During the many games we played, team spirit 
and co-operation came to the fore, although for some, hiding their competitive streak was a challenge.  We used our senses to 
great effect, in exploring the flora and fauna of the Dene and Churchyard, through tracking, foraging and bug hunting activities.
The most rewarding feature was the strong sense of belonging and attachment to our local environment and community, which 
grew throughout the week, and which we hope our children will continue to treasure and nurture in the future.

  
 

This friendly group has been meeting since autumn 2013 when the methodist parish 
nurse and breathing space invited physiotherapists from Willowburn Hospice to run 
their 6 week therapeutic active steps programme (certified lebed method) at the 
methodist chapel.  the aim was to help improve movement, balance and lymphatic 
drainage for many chronic conditions including ME, Parkinsons, Fibromyalgia, and 
cancer.
It also proved really helpful for those returning to exercise after hospital treatment.
participants benefited so much that they asked to continue and tai chi specialist, 
Sandra Mountjoy, now teaches the group.  10 – 15 people regularly attend and 
enjoy half an hour of stretching and cardio exercise, which participants can stand or 
sit for, depending on their ability, and then half an hour of tai chi, which combines 
both physical exercise and helps people to relax and chill-out.  there is always time 
afterwards for a drink and some fruit.  no unhealthy snacks in this group!
Husband and wife Margaret and John Burt who are regular attenders were quoted 
as saying: “we have both benefitted so much by joining in these sessions”.
the group is open to new members, so find out more, drop into the chapel on a 
wednesday afternoon 2 – 3.30pm, speak to your parish nurse, or ring tutor Sandra 
on 07855157955



 
We have a new partner who joined the practice in August, Dr Jonathan Holmes replaces Dr Judson who retired in February this year.
It is the season for the influenza vaccinations.  This is free to everyone over 65.  We are offering the Shingles vaccine to patients who are 
70,78 or 79.  Unfortunately we are unable to offer this vaccine to any other age group this year.  No appointments are needed for the 
Saturday morning flu clinics.  Otherwise, please make your appointment with the receptionist for any other times.
Our surgery hours are 8am to 6pm Monday to Friday. If you are one of our patients make us your first point of contact during these hours 
before attending A&E departments, as they are now being over stretched with patients attending for the wrong reasons which causes 
delays to those patients who have serious needs.
Thank You. (Julia Haswell, Practice Manger)

Once again the ever popular Parish Bonfire and Fireworks Display will 
be held on Saturday 8th November on the Clink Bank Field with the 
great  assistance of the congregation of our Parish Church, St. Michael 
and All Angels. Entry is free and refreshments  are available. Bonfire at 
6.30pm - Fireworks at 7.00.   

The above service will be held  at the War Memorial, 
Sacriston Lane on Sunday 9th November at 10.50am.  The 
service will be conducted by Rev Liz Cummings and will be 
accompanied by Chester-le-Street Riverside Youth Brass 
Academy.

   
for balance, stretch, body & mind
Starting 27th Oct at Cooper Hall

Mondays 10am- 11 am
£4 per session

please bring yoga/palates mat and drink 

  
DUNCAN SHEARD Bsc. Podiatry    

     JULIE SHEARD DipFHC  
For all Podiatry/Chiropody Needs

in the comfort of your own armchair
ANY DAY 9am - 7pm  

£30 for full assessment, treatment  AND MASSAGE 

Tel: 0191 3711 599 

Moving a Thing?
GIVE US A RING!                 

    NELSONS OF DURHAM
 Removals Local & Long Distance
  CONTAINERISED STORAGE

FREE ESTIMATES
FREE BOXES

PACKING SERVICE AVAILABLE
 PACKING MATERIALS FOR SALE

 TO GENERAL PUBLIC
 TEL: (0191)3867332

  FAX:386 9925
 E-mail nelsonofdurham@aol.com

 Website:www.nelsonsofdurham.co.uk
Family run business Est.since 1973

Ladies of Witton Gilbert W.I. would like to express their thanks to all who came to the Walk and afternoon tea on Sat 6th Sept. Their 
generous donations raised over £100 for Associated Country Women of the World. The money will go towards projects for clean water 
in third world countries.
Also.... W.I. will be holding their annual Christmas Musical Evening on Mon 1st December at 7pm in Witton Gilbert Community Centre.
Entertainment will be provided by Youth Connection and Durham Miners Association Brass Band.  Tickets cost £4.00 and can be got 
from Ellen Haigh.  Tel: 01913711824 (includes refreshments)

Play, Learn and Grow....Together!  
Here at Witton Gilbert Playgroup we offer a wide range of fun activities and learning opportunities.  A 
happy, safe environment in which your child will gain independence, develop lasting friendships and grow in 
confidence whilst preparing for their next step to nursery.
Playgroup is registered with Durham County Council and staff hold Level 3 Childcare qualifications and First Aid.
To request a place for your 2 year old or to register a younger child on our waiting list... phone JOANNE on 
01913719668/07825255532

POST....SCRIPT!
If you live in the lower part of Witton Gilbert you now don’t have so far to walk to post your letters.  The new post-box can be located 
on Sacriston Lane between the allotment gates and the entrance to Acorn Croft.
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Your Parish Councillors

Arnie Simpson (Chair) 3712161

Paul Guy (Vice Chair)                         
3710455

Lynne Michelle Cowan   3719461

Fraser Reynolds   
3711198

Anthony V. Harries        
3710988

Amanda Hillary              
3718239

Neil Liddle                   
3710339

Maria Waller                     
3718365

Alexander Woodmass 
3710732

Geo.Thompson (Clerk)   3711808

White Tun And Brookside
Flood Relief Works

The design of the flood preventative works are 
now complete and the scheme is out for tender 
with interested civil engineering companies.
The tenders are due back by the end of October 
and after financial appraisal a start date should 
be announced.

My name is Gillie Boggon and I am blessed to have been appointed as the next 
Breathing Space Project Officer.  I hope to follow in the excellent tradition that 
Pam Barmby has established and look forward to maintaining the good work 
already happening as well as exploring other opportunities to develop the 
project further.
My background is mainly within secular Youth work with Durham County 
Council within which I have managed buildings, staff and volunteers as well 
as developing a programme of work to support the personal and social 
development of young people.  I am looking forward to using the skills I have developed there to support 
Breathing Space reach its full potential.
I am 50 years old and have 2 grown up boys, Joshua(24) and Jacob (22) and I am married to Ian.  We live in 
Peartree just outside of Burnhope.  Ian and myself worship at the Evangel Church in Chester-le-Street and we 
were married there 5 years ago.  I enjoy walking, reading and listening to music.  I am currently reading “The 
Island” by Victoria Hislop.  My favourite musician is Neil Young who I have seen 3 times!!  My favourite walk 
thus far is the waterfall walk in Teesdale taking in High and Low Force and Cauldron Snout where I have spent 
many a wet Saturday.
I am really looking forward to meeting the people of Witton Gilbert.
GILLIE BOGGON


