
A day at the Palace…..  (put picture of cake here)
I was honoured to be nominated and selected to attend the Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace this year representing Witton Gilbert Parish Council.  As the brass bands played, I mingled with my husband 

Paul, amongst other guests from all walks of life, an experience of a life-time...and the best Victoria Sponge cake I have ever tasted…. pure heaven!
Amanda Hilary,  Parish Councillor.
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GEORGE BIDS FAREWELL
After almost 40 years as Clerk to Witton Gilbert Parish Council George 
Thompson has announced his retirement.
A highways engineer by profession George took on the part-time role as 
Parish Clerk from Eric Boland in 1978.
Over the years he offered stirling service to the Council and his dedication 
and knowledge will be sorely missed.
George can now spend more time with his wife Rose and his family.
We would all like to say a big THANK YOU to George and wish him a long 
and happy retirement.

HELLO TO LYNNE
Witton Gilbert Parish Council has a new Clerk replacing the long serving 
George Thompson.
Lynne Rowland who is 52 years of age and from Tow Law was appointed after 
advertisement of the post and a careful selection and interview process.  
She took up her new position on the 1st September 2017.
Lynne has many years of experience in Local Government serving as both a 
Deputy Clerk and as a Clerk.  She is fully qualified for the role with a CILCA 
Certificate in Local Council Administration and training in the General Power 
of Competence and the Power of Wellbeing.  As Deputy Clerk she served 
under and worked with a number of people highly experienced in the local 
government and has learned a lot in the process.
Lynne is looking forward to carrying on the good work of the former Clerk 
and serving the Parish for many years into the future.

A day at the Palace... 
I was honoured to be nominated and selected to attend the Royal Garden 
Party at Buckingham Palace this year representing Witton Gilbert Parish 
Council.  As the brass bands played, I mingled with my husband Paul, 
amongst other guests from all walks of life, an experience of a life-time...
and the best Victoria Sponge cake I have ever tasted…. pure heaven!
Amanda Hilary,  Parish Councillor.



WITTON GILBERT PARISH COUNCIL CELEBRATES 80 YEARS
Way back in 1937 Witton Gilbert Parish Council was formed following a split from Sacriston.  There has been 
many changes over the years and lots of people have given up their spare time without remuneration to serve 
on the Council, all with a common aim to make life better for the residents of the village.
A Parish Council has many functions, providing allotment gardens, play areas and flower beds, as well as giving 
financial support for the fireworks display, the Remembrance Service, the Community Centre and various other 
local groups, culminating this year in the resplendent new village square adjacent to RS McColls.
Thanks you everyone, past and present, who have given their support and time to the Council and here’s to the 
next 80 years

WITTON GILBERT COMMUNITY CENTRE..
continues to offer a wide range of diverse activities for the 
residents of Witton Gilbert and the wider community to 
enjoy.  The Village Hall has recently welcomed a new Bridge 
Card Group.  This is a friendly group which meets on Tuesday 
afternoons 1pm – 3.30pm who would like to welcome new 
members to come along, with or without a partner, to enjoy 
a game of cards and relax with a ‘cuppa and biscuit’ as well.  
If you are interested in joining or would just like to pop along 
to learn the game or improve your skills please contact Group 
Leader Mr Peter Squirrel on 07766179699 or 3723497.  
Please continue to follow our Facebook page – Witton 
Gilbert Community Association Cooper Hall – where our 
timetable for all events can be found.  If you are interested 
in any activities or have an idea for a new group please 
contact the committee either via Facebook or A.Simpson on 
0191371132.

CHAD family Halloween disco and karaoke will be held in the 
club on Saturday 28th October with doors opening at 5.30pm. 
It will be £2.50 for adults and kids go free.
 We have a Poker Tournament on Sat November 11th with 
doors opening at 11.30am with tournament beginning at 
1.00pm.  All money raised from these two events will go to 
help the kids in the village and surrounding communities.
On Remembrance Sunday the club committee will be offering 
FREE tea and coffee in the lounge after the service at the War 
Memorial.
On Sat December 30th  in the club there will be 3 Bands, 
raffles, etc, from 6.00pm until 11.00pm... the doors opening 
at 6.00pm and the tickets are £2.50 per head (pay at the door).
On Jan 1st 2018 there will be another fundraiser day starting 
at 11.00am where you can take part in horse-racing, raffles, 
bingo, Play Your Cards Right, and loads of other fundraising 
games.
All funds raised will go to village groups and Treetops neo-
natal ward.



NEW ADDITIONS TO ST MICHAELS CHURCH - GLASS DOOR     
After 2 years of waiting, faculties and manufacture the new glazed inner porch door at St 
Michael and All Angels was finally installed in July.  The glazed door was a gift to the church 
from John and Eileen Perkins who wished to commemorate the lives of their families, the 
Perkins and Hankeys.  The design on the door is etched into the glass with flowers and 
grasses drifting into view.
The door was seen as the final part of the Breathing Space allowing the church to look 
outwards and the community to look inwards.
The door was blessed by Revd Caroline Dick on 16th July at Sunday morning Eucharist.

0utside lights   
Having had the outside overhead lighting in the churchyard at St Michael’s 
Church condemned some 3 years ago, the Diocesan advisers recommended that the replacement lighting 
scheme should include the removal of the unsightly overhead cables and have lighting units sympathetic 
to the building and its surroundings.  In August nine illuminated LED bollards were installed which provide 
discrete lighting to the lychgate and churchyard footpaths.  The introduction of this lighting means the 
congregation will no longer need to bring torches with them to evening services or concerts!

Damaged Lychgate     
In the early hours of Monday 3rd July, the wind brought down a large bough from an ash tree 
bordering the Dene.  As the limb of the tree fell it brought down BT and overhead power-lines 
before falling onto the tiled roof of the Lychgate at St Michael and All Angels Church.  The photo 
shows the extent of the fallen tree damage.  A rapid response by Northern Power Grid and 
Durham County Council had the power restored within and hour and a half and the fallen debris 
cleared by mid afternoon.
The damage is covered by insurance and the church are in the process of arranging repair.

Bonfire night this year is to be Saturday 4th November on the Clink Bank field.
The bonfire will be lit at 6.30 and the fireworks at 7-ish. Refreshments will be available from 6.00. 
This is a fabulous village event attended by about 1,000 people last year. This is the last year the 
current team will organise the bonfire. As from next year a team led by Kristi Shorten will organise 
everything. This year the night will be presented by the existing team working in collaboration 
with the new team.  The organisers will be on the field from 9.30 on Saturday morning and any 
helpers will be welcome for however much or little time they have.
For more information contact Noel Dixon, 07986110845, noel_dixon@msn.com.

NEWS FROM SACRISTON SURGERY
Hello to you all,
It is hard to believe it is September already, and to us at the 
surgery that means flu season is just around the corner.  
This year we are putting on some “walk in” clinics, when 
there is no need to book: simply come along and get your 
flu jab if you are eligible. To help you decide if you are 
eligible, here is a reminder:
The injected flu vaccine is offered ‘free of charge’ on the 
NHS to people at risk: You are eligible if you:
• are 65 years of age or over
• are pregnant
• have certain medical conditions
• are overweight
• are living in a long-stay residential care home or other 

long stay facility
• receive carer’s allowance, or you are the main carer 

for an elderly or disabled person whose welfare may 
be at risk if you fall ill.

• are a front-line social care worker (NB: It is your 
employers responsibility to arrange a vaccine for you)

Flu vaccine for Children:
• Children over the age of 6 months with a long-term 

health conditions.
• Children aged 2, 3 and 4 plus children in school years 

one, two and three.
Children eligible for the flu jab aged between 2 and 17 
years will usually have flu vaccine nasal spray.
Nurseries and Schools should provide the flu vaccination 
for most eligible Children

I know that a number of people choose to receive their flu 
jab from a pharmacy or a chemist. There are two points 
to make clear about this:
• The surgery loses money each time this happens 

which could have a long-term effect on the income of 
the practice.

• Sometimes, the pharmacy or chemist does not tell us 
if you have had a flu injection from them, so we may 
contact you also, we are sorry if this happens.

Please contact me if there is anything I can help you with.
Regards.  Martin Bell, Practice Manager.
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WITTON GILBERT PLAYGROUP
opens daily Monday to Friday from 9.15am to 11.15am. We 
have a fun safe environment for your child to develop and learn 
through play. They build independence and new friendships 
from 2 years+. For more information or to register your child 
please contact Joanne Embleton tel: 07825255532 or email: 
joanneembleton5@gmail.com    

Did you go to Witton Gilbert Nursery? 
Our Nursery has now been in operation for 18 years...and going from strength to strength.  As we 
welcome 32 new children to our nursery we would like to hear from passed pupils.  What are you 
up to now? What are your memories of the coming to nursery and would you like to come back  
for a visit?  Contact Mrs Markwell or Mrs Soulsby by email: l.markwell100@durhamlearning.net

PARISH NOTICEBOARD

  SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

The above service will be held at the

War Memorial on Sunday November

12th  starting at 10.50 a.m.    The

Service will be conducted by                                          

Reverend Canon Caroline Dick

Chester-le-Street Riverside Youth Brass

 Academy will also attend.


