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Parish Council News
Boys And Girls Come Out To Play.....

In August former Mayor of
Durham Alderman Ray Gibbon
opened the South Lea play park
following a £40,000 upgrade, and
to commemorate the Queen’s
60 year reign we named it
Queen
Elizabeth
Jubilee Park.

Diamond

Also in attendance were
members of Witton Gilbert Parish
Council, a representative from
suppliers Wicksteeds, Durham
County Council and the Area Action Partnership. Once open, the Park
was full of local children who were delighted with the new facilities. Poor
quality equipment was highlighted in the Parish Plan and the Council has
also invested money towards the Fulforth Park site.

Children Take A Breathing Space Too.. .

Here in the North East we have a long history of Pilgrimage, where pilgrims took the
opportunity to take a breathing space from their daily lives by taking a journey to
remember their spiritual roots. It’s most clearly depicted in the centre of town by
the sculpture of ‘The Journey’. But what about locally, here in Witton Gilbert? The
Parish church of St Michael and all Angels has been part of Small Pilgrim Places
for several years now, a national network which encourages people to ‘Pause,
Ponder, Reflect and Slow Down’ at special places, and has held an annual St
Cuthberts Walk in March for the last 2 years. In July, the Yr 5 children in our school
became pilgrims too! With the help of Breathing Space project and guided by
Hannah Goudie, an actor living locally, the children, their teacher, Mrs. Reynolds
and School Governor Brenda Gilmore, journeyed from the church to Beau Repaire,
chanting and reading prayers they had written themselves, just as pilgrims would
have done in the past. They stopped at various points to stage different tableaux,
to remember the journeys that have been made between Lindisfarne and Durham
Cathedral. They also carried the St.Cuthberts Cross from the Church, which was made 30 years ago for a previous
children’s pilgrimage by John and Eileen Perkins.
It was a different kind of walk for everyone, but a very special one, even though we had to quicken the pace
to get back to school in time for lunch. WELL DONE EVERYONE, and here’s hoping it will be an annual event!
Pam Barmby. Breathing Space Project Officer.

An Open Letter To Residents
Of Witton Gilbert
Dear Residents of Witton Gilbert
On Wednesday 14th August 2013 the
Parish Council invited Mr Ray Gibbon,
a retired District & Parish Councillor,
a former Mayor of Durham and now
an Alderman to officially open our
completely refurbished play area in South
Lea. During the opening ceremony I felt
proud being part of a team that made
this possible. It was also a pleasure
to watch the children and teenagers
waiting to use the new equipment.
However this was very short-lived
because on Friday night 16th August
some selfish, wilful vandals armed
with an axle grinder caused excessive
damage to the play area to the tune of
approximately £3000.00. This resulted in
having to close the play area for a short
while DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS for
health and safety reasons, thus depriving
everyone of the new facilities.
THE PLAY PARK WILL BE REPAIRED.
However, if anyone in our village can
come forward with information please,
please contact me or the police and I
can assure everyone any information will
be treated in the strictest confidence.
ARNOLD SIMPSON – 01913712161 or 0798
4862127

NEED TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS?
For just £40 for the year we will give
you advertising in all four issues of WITTON
GILBERT PARISH NEWSLETTER. So whether it be
Taxi service, Childminding, utility services….
Whatever your business…
spread the word. To book an advert contact
G.Thompson on 0191 3711808
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEND A MESSAGE OF
CONGRATULATIONS OR GREETINGS TO LOVED ONES
FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS, eg: SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES,
SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS, GETTING A DEGREE OR
WELCOMING A NEW BABY INTO THE FAMILY, PLEASE
CONTACT B.Gilmore on 01913710827

How To Deter Free Roaming Cats
Cats can be a real nuisance in the garden! Visiting cats are attracted to newlycultivated areas of soil, often raking up newly-sown lawns and seedbeds before
leaving their unwanted deposit.
They have a natural instinct to chase birds and some garden owners find this
distressing, especially those who set out to attract birds into their gardens. Cat
owners do not have a legal responsibility for the consequences of the animals’
natural behaviour, however, they are responsible for any damage the animal
causes under trespass laws, but in reality this would be hard to prove. Garden owners are within their
rights to take action to remove or scare away trespassing cats but have no right to kill or injure the
animal in the process. Garden owners can, however, take action to deter the cats, none of which
are guaranteed to work.
Young plants can be protected from cats and encouraged to grow by using cloches. Some
gardeners have tried mulching plants with organic matter to deter cats, as the combination of
smell and dampness has been enough to do the trick. There are various odours which can be used
to deter cats including a number of proprietary compounds based on pepper or
napthalene, or a solution of garlic sprayed over the area works for a limited time and
must be renewed frequently. One successful method, which defies all logic, is to use
clear plastic bottles half full of water. These are laid flat on the ground amongst the
plants. Cats seem to take fright at the multi-reflections of themselves in the bottle.
Good Luck keeping your garden clean from nuisance free-roaming cats.

Sacriston Surgery – Vaccinations.
Winter is fast approaching and we are organising our Influenza Vaccinations to start on Saturday 28th
Sept, Saturday 5th October from 9.00am to 12 noon. No appointment is necessary, just come along.
Free to our patients over 65 years.
Shingles vaccine is also being offered to those patients aged 70 or 79 years., unfortunately we are
unable to offer this vaccine to anyone outside these ages.

Get Set For Winter – 10 Point Plan

Now is the time to prepare for winter and how you can keep your home warm and dry.
•
Clean out guttering and check for leaks or damage
•
Check you roof, looking out for missing or damaged slates or tiles
•
Repair cracked, loose or missing pointing on exterior walls
•
Get your boiler/central heating serviced by a registered engineer
•
Clear leaves or debris from drains
•
Make sure your insulation is adequate, lagging boilers and pipes
•
Have flues and chimneys swept if you have an open fire
•
Check that your smoke alarm and carbon monoxide alarms are working
•
Fit draught excluders and insulate your loft
•
keep a list of local tradesmen handy in case of emergencies

HOPE AND PRAY IT’S A MILD ONE!!!

Parish Bonfire & Firework display

Once again the ever popular Parish Bonfire and
Firework Display will be held on Saturday 2nd Nov
on the Clink Bank Field with the great assistance of
the congregation of our Parish Church, St Michael’s
and All Angels. Entry is free and refreshments
available.

Witton
Gilbert’s
Remembrance

Service

of

Witton Gilbert’s Service of Remembrance will
be held at the War Memorial, Sacriston Lane
on Sunday 10th November 2013 at 10.45 am.
The service will be conducted by Reverend Liz
Strafford and will be accompanied by Chester le
Street Riverside Youth Brass Academy.

Witton Gilbert Neighbourhood Plan
The first formal step in Witton Gilbert’s Neighbourhood Plan is the submission of the proposed
Neighbourhood Area to the planning authority, Durham Count Council, for designation.
This step was taken on Thursday 12th Sept when the Parish Council submitted their area application
which included:
1.
A statement explaining why the area is appropriate to be designated as a neighbourhood area.
2.
A statement explaining that the Parish Council, the body making the area application, is capable
of being a qualifying body.
3.
A map of Witton Gilbert Neighbourhood Plan Area.
Once the proposal neighbourhood area has been approved by Durham County Council the Parish
Council will begin to write a Neighbourhood Plan which will include community consultation and
engagement, publicity, development of local partnerships, and the building of an evidence base.
Engagement with the residents of Witton Gilbert will be vital at all stages of the plan-making process.

Report From Our Neighbourhood Wardens

Our local Neighbourhood Wardens continue to patrol and monitor issues which affect us all within
our village. Dog-fouling, littering, fly-tipping, untidy yards and gardens along with Antisocial Behaviour
have all been causes for fixed penalty notices to be issued.
Don’t wait for that knock on YOUR door – keep YOUR place tidy, take your poop bags with you when
walking your pet and take your litter home.
Contact Neighbourhood Wardens on 03000 26 1000
If you or anyone you know is suffering because of Antisocial Behaviour, please contact the ASB Team
on 03000 260000.

Witton Gilbert Nursery
We would like to welcome all our new children and their families.
We would like to celebrate our success and our joint projects with
WG Primary School and WG Toddler Group. In July 2013, in amazing
sunshine, we had a fantastic week working together. We had a wheels
day, Forest School session, water play day, sports day and our hugely
successful Teddy Bears picnic which was shared with the little ones
from Toddlers and our Reception friends. A great day was had by all!
Nursery committee and management team believe the success of
the Early Years within Witton Gilbert is down to the ethos of working
together for the benefit of local children and their families. The Early
Years Foundation Stage states “Every child deserves the best possible
start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential.
Good parenting and high quality early learning together provides the foundation children need to make the
most of their abilities and talents as they grow up”. A recent HM Inspector said ‘Witton Gilbert Nursery is a
welcoming and inclusive environment which both supports and challenges children to make the best progress
they can’. She continues by adding ‘Careful planning takes into account each child’s individual needs, informed
by sensitive listening, observations and reflection by skilled staff’.
With the support of local families and the continual commitment of an exceptional team we at the nursery will
continue to strive towards an outstanding facility for all our children.
Lynn Markwell Nursery Manager
Louise Soulsby Deputy Manager

Parish Notice Board

Although the Parish Council has a limited
budget we would be interested to know what
you would like to see your money spent on.
Perhaps some more flower tubs, additional
street lighting, extra seating, new footpaths,
etc. Please use the attached slip below and
return it to one of your local Councillors or to
the Parish Clerk before December so that we
can consider your suggestions before we set
the 2014/15 Precept.
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&Tell us what you think.......
Name:........................................................................................

Address:....................................................................................

Tel:..............................................................................................

Email:.........................................................................................
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