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Parish Council News
Village Square Plan Moves Forward
Plans to create a village
square at McColls shop are
moving along nicely with work
planned to take place over the
next few months.
The Parish Council, with
the help of Neighbourhood
Planning
Team,
have
appointed Southern Green
Design Consultants and here you can see some of the sketches that they have produced. They have also
recommended 5 companies who will bid to carry out the work.
As this is a once in a lifetime project everyone concerned wants something of high quality which will stand
the test of time and create a space where people can meet and socialise.
The square will have a Witton
Gilbert theme running
through it with pieces
of history carved in the
stonework, plenty of seating,
an enlarged notice board and
plenty of shrubs with new
plants linking through the
square as people make their
way to the shop. Plus a few
surprises………..

Wallnook Bridge

Wallnook Bridge over the River Browney on the way to Witton Station is now
closed to traffic.
The bridge closed to vehicular traffic in March 2013 but remained open for
pedestrians and horse riders.
However, the structure’s condition has since deteriorated further, so Durham
County Council has closed it to all traffic in the interest of public safety.
Signs will advise pedestrians and horse riders of alternative routes where possible while options for the new crossing will be considered.
The first bridge over the river was constructed in 1760 and up to that point access
to Wallnook lane was gained by a ford. Residents therefore feel very strongly
that this historic link should be maintained.

Witton Gilbert by-pass celebrates 20 years
Looking at the Front Street now it is hard to believe
what it was like over 20 years ago. The sheer volume
of traffic led to a sustained campaign to have a relief
road built, and on October 4th 1996 those dreams
became reality when the new by-pass was officially
opened by Durham MP Gerry Steinberg. Apart from
the danger posed by heavy traffic, life on the Front
Street is a lot quieter now particularly for those
residents who can recall the huge wagons that used
to hurtle through when Consett Steel Works was in
full production.

Memorial on Sunday 13th
November starting at 10.50 a.m.
The order of service will be led by
Reverend Peter Baldwin. Chesterle-Street Riverside Youth Brass
Academy will also attend.

Village Bonfire
The village Bonfire Night falls on Saturday 5th November. The bonfire will
be lit at 6.30pm with fireworks set to go off at 7.00pm. Another spectacular
display is anticipated with large crowds expected, so come early! As usual
refreshments are available….soup, hotdogs and hot drinks as well as treats
for the kids.
The Guys will be the subject of a competition run by the Village School and
will sit on top of the bonfire. The team who prepare and present the display
are all getting older and volunteers on the day to help set up would be made
welcome on the field.

On Saturday 29th October a family Halloween Disco will be held in Witton Club starting at 7.00pm. Adult tickets are £2.50 and
kids go free! Tuesday December 27th we have the bands night. The Dee Tees, The ZuZu Cats, Waxx and maybe two more bands.
£2.50 at the door, with raffles, Play Your Cards Right and other games, all the usual jolly mayhem!! Any money raised then will
be added to whatever we raise at Christmas and New Year. The money will be split partly on Witton Gilbert Playgroup, some
to Treetops and a donation to Witton Gilbert Drama Club, the remainder will be reserved towards the free Easter Family Day.
…...good news also for the under 16’s football team who received new strips from funds raised earlier by CHAD….They are
doing exceptionally well at the top of the league, an amazing turn-around from last year. Credit goes also to the parents and
lads who run the team for their dedication and hard work!!

Nursery Outstanding!……..Witton Gilbert

We are proud to announce that we have once again been awarded
OUTSTANDING grade by Ofsted!! “Children make exceptionally good progress
in their learning and development. Staff know the children exceedingly well
and plan highly stimulating learning opportunities to enhance experiences”
the inspector said. “Children flourish in this extremely caring learning
environment. High priority is given to children’s emotional wellbeing. Staff
are extremely sensitive towards children’s needs” she continued. Nursery
celebrated with a party for all the families and committee at Broom House
Farm and all the children wore an ‘Outstanding’ T-shirt, printed by Sagittarian
of Sacriston.
Management thank everyone past and present who have supported us.

Breathing Space at St Michael’s…...how you can support us!!

If you are a Co-op member and you get your new card at Ushaw Moor branch you will be supporting Breathing Space each time you
use your card in any branch throughout the land!! We have been chosen by the Community Fund along with 2 other charities for
sponsorship and when making your purchases you can specify that any funds raised by the use of your card just to go to Breathing
Space. It seems there is a six months period (between September ‘16 to March ‘17) in which Breathing Space will be a beneficiary
of the fund. Pass this news on to your fellow Co-op Members and help raise funds for our unique village Project.

Woodland Wonders – Summer 2016
This August at St Michael’s Woodland Wonders Holiday Club, led by Pat
Bainbridge, enjoyed some fabulous weather as we welcomed old friends
and new recruits to a third year of Woodland fun in our beautiful Churchyard
and Witton Dene.
Children enjoyed using tools, bug hunting, tracking and den building with
many other activities while learning respect for and appreciation of the
natural world.
They produced many imaginative and colourful works of art including
dream catchers, magic
wands, fairy dens, mud creatures and used natural dyes and paints. The fire,
as always, became the focus for sharing ideas and experiences, story telling and
promoting a sense of community and belonging.
Parents attended with their children commented:
“This experience covers everything, especially self-confidence and self-awareness,
encouraging the children to be independent, while enjoying the outdoors in a safe
and friendly way”. “Fantastic range of activities and opportunities” “Children
play outside and learn new skills in the natural environment. A big change from
ipads and DVDs”
THANK YOU TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO WORKED HARD TO MAKE THE
WEEK A TREMENDOUS SUCCESS!!

“Snippets from the Surgery”
Please allow me to introduce myself. I am Martin Bell, the
new Practice Manager at Sacriston Surgery. I took over in
July from Julia Haswell who has retired. There are three key
messages I’d like to put across to you at this time:
1. We have a machine on trial in the waiting area next to the
lift. This machine will take your height and weight to provide
you with a BMI figure, and also check your blood pressure
and give you a BP reading. Over the past year there were
about 2,500
appointments taken up with doing blood pressures. This
machine allows patients to check their own BP, and hopefully
will free up some nursing team and GP appointments. Try it
out and let me know what you think.
2. It is flu vaccination season. This year the initial flu dates are:
a) Tuesday Oct 4th
8.30 am – 12 noon
b) Wednesday Oct 5th
1.30 pm – 3.30pm
c) Friday Oct 7th
8.30 am - 11.30 am
People who should have a flu jab
This injected flu vaccine is offered free of charge on the NHS
to people who are at risk to ensure they are protected against
catching flu and developing serious complications.
You are eligible to receive a free jab if you:
• are 65 years of age or over
• are pregnant
• have certain medical conditions
• are overweight
• are living in a long-stay residential care home or long-stay
care facility

PILATES……. WITH LIZ
...for core strength, balance and stretch…
The Pilates Mat Class now runs
in Cooper Hall on Mondays 10 -11 am
suitable for beginners – at £4 per session
Just bring a Pilates/Yoga mat and drink

• receive carer’s allowance, or you are the main carer for
the elderly or disabled
• disabled person whose welfare may be at risk if you fall ill
• are front-line health and social care worker. It is your
employer’s responsibility to arrange vaccination for you.
Flu vaccine for children
The flu vaccine is recommended for:
• children over the age of 6 months with long-term health
condition
• children aged 2, 3 and 4 plus children in school years 1, 2
and 3.
• Children aged between 6 months and 2 years of age who
are eligible for the flu vaccine should have the flu jab.
• Children eligible for the flu vaccine aged between 2 and
17 will usually have flu vaccine nasal spray.
3. The practice patient participation group. We currently
have a small band of dedicated patients who meet bimonthly. This group is reviewing what it does, and would
like to attract new members. The only ‘restrictions’ are i)
you must be a patient registered at Sacriston Surgery and ii)
you accept that the group is unable to deal with individual
patient issues (that’s what the practice manager gets paid
for). PLEASE consider joining the group, feel free to contact
me for more information.
Here’s hoping we all stay sneeze free this autumn. Please
do contact me if there is anything you think I can help with
regards to the practice.
Regards, Martin.
NEED TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS?
For just £40 for the year
we will give
you advertising in all four issues of WITTON
GILBERT PARISH NEWSLETTER. So whether
it be Taxi service, Childminding, utility
services….
Whatever your business…
spread the word. To book an advert contact
G.Thompson on 0191 3711808

Witton Gilbert Primary School

The Great North Snowdog Project …..a report written by Year 6 pupils

In May our class’ issues of Primary
Times Magazine arrived. As usual
our teacher, Miss Appleby looked
through the booklets and helped
us to spot a few things we might
like; this might be discounts at local attractions to visit or events
happening in our area. In this issue though, something grabbed
our eye immediately – on the back
cover was a competition inviting
children to design and colour a
Snowdog and return their work to
the magazine with the possibility
of winning one of the dog sculptures for your school. Thankfully,
Miss Appleby agreed to let us
enter…..little did we know the delights this would bring. We copied
the back page and set about work on our designs….many of us
during our lunchbreak….then stampering them with our school
details and adding our own names. We put them in an envelope
with a special compliments slip and crossed our fingers when
dropping them into the post pile. A FEW WEEKS LATER an exciting phone call came into our school. Our teacher left the room
then came back with huge smile on her face. We had won one of
the two Snowdogs on offer. The staff at Primary Times magazine
said our class entries were of incredibly high standard, and had
decided we could have a dog sculpture for our class to decorate
in real life!! A man called Nick (from St. Oswalds Hospice) came
to present us with our prize...it was far bigger then we expected!
It had a cloth covering it for a BIG reveal, the other classes hav-

ing to guess what they thought was hidden underneath. No one
guessed a Snowdog!! He explained to us that the Great North
Snowdog Trail would help raise money to support the Hospice...
we all agreed it was an extremely worthwhile cause.
We were proud of our efforts and excited to take the fibreglass
shape back to our classroom to plan our final blueprints. We finally decided on the spotty design and Mrs Shevills suggested we
turn the spots into pawprints using our fingerprints – we instantly
could visualise the finished dog and set to work colour-choosing,
glueing, and painting. Miss McKenzie varnished him (we weren’t
allowed to do this bit as yacht varnish smells really bad and can
be dangerous)...then we shared him with the rest of the school.
He was the STAR GUEST at our leaver’s assembly and our parents
were allowed to take our photographs with him.
ON OUR LAST DAY OF TERM the removal men came from St Oswald’s Hospice to collect him so that he can be part of The Great
North Snowdog Trail
from September until January. He is
going to be part of a litter of snow-puppies at Seven Stories in
Newcastle, whilst the rest of the dogs will be placed in numerous sites around Tyne-Wear Metro System. When the project
ends he’ll be returned to our school to join all the other exciting
structures and play-equipment in our grounds. Pupart will be our
legacy, returning to school after we have left.
The larger Snowdogs that have been created by artists will be auctioned off to raise money.
THANK YOU Primary Times for allowing us to be part of this wonderful project, it has been great fun and we hope the scheme
raises lots of money for St Oswald’s too.
To find out more about the Great North Snowdog Trail and how
you can visit the sculptures go to http://www.greatnorthsnowdogs.co.uk

Proposal to introduce new enforcement
powers for irresponsible dog owners
Durham County Council is carrying out a Public Consultation
concerning the implementation of county-wide Public Space
Protection Order (PSPO) for dog control. Any introduced
PSPO will replace the existing county-wide Dog Control Order
and enable additional enforcement powers to encourage
responsible dog ownership.
Read background information about proposal and have your
say by completing an online survey at www.durham.gov.uk/
consultation.
Paper surveys are available upon request. Call 03000 265 586
Closing date for surveys is Monday, 5 December 2016
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Tell us what you think.......
Name:........................................................................................

Address:....................................................................................

Tel:..............................................................................................

Email:.........................................................................................

Published by G.Thompson on behalf of Neil Liddle (Chair) Witton Gilbert Parish Council.
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