
A day at the Palace…..  (put picture of cake here)
I was honoured to be nominated and selected to attend the Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace this year representing Witton Gilbert Parish Council.  As the brass bands played, I mingled with my husband 

Paul, amongst other guests from all walks of life, an experience of a life-time...and the best Victoria Sponge cake I have ever tasted…. pure heaven!
Amanda Hilary,  Parish Councillor.
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A Remarkable Achievement....
On Sunday 22nd April John and Eileen Perkins stepped down from the 
Paroachial Church Council (PCC) at St Michael and All Angels Church, 
Witton Gilbert, for a much deserved rest.  Their service to the church has 
been quite remarkable with 107 years on PCC between them.  John also 
served as Churchwarden for 30 years and Eileen has served as Secretary 
for 38 years.
They have seen many Rectors at the Parish come and go, the 
amalgamation of the church in Witton Gilbert into Durham North Team, 
with much building, manintenance work and minute-taking behind 
them.  To celebrate this magnificent achievement they were taken out 
for a meal at the Travellers Rest where past and present members of the 
PCC wished them a long and happy retirement.

Wel l Done Mike!!  
A huge honour has been bestowed on a local man, Mr. Michael Burgess.  Known as Mike, 
he has been awarded an MBE for his services to disadvantaged young people on North 
Tyneside.
Mike works tirelessly with young people on a wide range of opportunities, including karting, 
kayaking, waterfall jumping and many more outward bound activities.  He has even joined 
in with the fun on a trip to Beamish with a group of Dads and their children.
He has also successfully assisted many young people into the working world.  Currently 
running the Phoenix project Mike has raised funds to provide these opportunities and 
experiences for young people. Some of Witton Gilbert’s young people (in their 20s) may 
remember his work with the OBI (Our Big Idea) in Cooper Hall in 2003.
Always a smile on his face and a friendly word Mike is an asset to the community.

Little Wonders and Wood land Wonders at Easter
Children from Witton  Gilbert, Sacriston and as far afield as 
Ebchester, enjoyed Spring themed activities at St Michaels 
and all Angels Church this Easter.
The Little Wonders explored colour and music and used 
natural materials to make colourful wrist bands and stick 
shakers. They learnt how to prepare and light a fire, and 
melted chocolate to coat the fruit kebabs they had made.           
They enjoyed rambling through the Dene, looking for signs 
of Spring and new life.
The older children investigated nature’s use of colour: 
camouflage, warning and attraction through games, 
observational and art work. They explored bird song 
and nest building. Working in teams they used foraged 
materials to make fantastic nests around the churchyard. 

The children developed whittling skills, making magic 
wands, and sawing and drilling skills, making spinners.
The children showed a positive attitude to caring for 
their local environment as a home for wildlife and place 
for everyone to enjoy. A litter pick through the Dene and 
along the lane to the green bridge saw 7 bags of litter being 
collected. The children were enthusiastic for the task and 
satisfied by their achievements.
The events were again well supported by a dedicated 
group of volunteers, and well received by parents and 
childminders. It was lovely to welcome new participants as 
well as welcoming back old friends.
“It’s exactly the sort of thing we all love to do together and 
we’ve discovered a totally new, very local place to visit.



Witton Gil bert Neighbourhood P lan  - Pre-Submission C onsultation
The Draft Neighbourhood Plan underwent its first formal consultation phase which consisted of a 6 weeks consultation 
process carried out during January and February. The Draft Plan and all its background papers and evidence were available 
online for inspection. Two public consultation events were also held in Cooper Hall on 18th and 20th of January and hard 
copies of the plan were available in 6 locations around the parish.
Every household received a letter explaining how to access the documents and to submit a comment. T|he process 
was designed to elicit comments on$ County Council, Historic England, Natural England, Northumbrian Water, etc..) 
commercial interest (local land owners, local national land agents, construction industry, etc..). All comments received 
during consultation period are available online@
http://witton-gilbert.org.uk/2018/03/10neighbourhood-plan-responses
These comments will be assessed against objectives of the Plan and the Plan will be amended where necessary before 
it is submitted to an independent inspection by a planning inspector; to ensure its compliance with the law and national 
planning guidance.
The planning inspector can require amendments to be made, or recommend that the Plan go forward for public 
referendum.  Should the community support the Plan it will be formally adopted and become an integral part of the 
planning process when determining planning applications within the Parish.

C ome along – get stuck in
NOW the weather is improving hardy 
volunteers turn up to help with ongoing 
work in Witton Dene.
Breathing Space, our local charity which 
facilitates Mens Shed, meet every Monday 
morning to help with conservation work 
to keep our Dene a pleasant place to visit. 
Work in the last 3 months has included: 
cleaning the ramp, clearing branches 
and removing trees, clearing scrub, and 
rotorvating earth, strimming and re-
defining hedges and litter-picking.
All local men are welcome to join in with the 
seasonal clearing, planting, litter disposal 
and many other conservation jobs. Benefits 
to participants are exercise, fresh air, 
comradeship and promotion to health and 
wellbeing. All tools are supplied and work 
is supervised and insured.  There is also 
refreshment at the end of the shift….so get 
yourself along and join in!!

Snippets from Sacriston Surgery
I hope this finds you all 
well and surviving from 
the March winter weather: 
Thanks to all patients 
your for patience and 
understanding.
Please read these two 
items:
Dr Aspinall’s leaving coffee 
morning for current and 
former staff at the surgery 
raised just over £100 for 
Breathing Space, Health and Wellbeing Charity in Witton Gilbert. Dr 
Aspinall was keen for a local group to benefit and the Mindfulness work 
Breathing Space offers was recognised by her.  
Secondly, I would like to highlight the Friday afternoon sessions (1.00pm 
-2.30pm in the surgery) which have recently started. These sessions have 
been a roaring success, and the folks who come along have thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. There has been a range of speakers and topics, e.g. 
healthy eating, dancing, exercise, art and craft, a talk from Alzheimer’S 
Society and much more. The Health Trainers from Wellbeing for Life, 
especially Rebecca, have been a great help and support. We are hoping to 
keep these Friday sessions going, but to help them to grow and develop, 
we need more people to come along, join in and get involved.  We are 
keen to hear ideas from patients and local residents about the things 
people are interested in, within the context of health and wellbeing, or are 
money worries affecting your health? We may not have all the answers, 
but together we can find speakers and agencies that may be of some help 
and advice. In other places I know that a group of men has started, as 
has a mother and toddler group and a walking group! It may be that just 
coming along for coffee and natter is all you want. We are really keen to 
hear from you so come along or contact Martin (the Business Manager) 
at the surgery for more details.
I hope you all enjoy the springtime with longer, brighter days.



Witton Gil bert C ommunity Centre
There is a very varied selection of activities going on in our village hall….something to suit everyone...READ 
ON………….
MONDAY:   Playgroup,  Pilates,  Art Class,  I.T.Training,  Ladies Bowls,  Tai Chi, Parish Council Committee  
  Meetings,  Womens Institute.
TUESDAY:   Playgroup,  Weightwatchers,  Walking Group,  Coffee Morning,  Card and Craft,  Bridge Club,   
  Sugar Craft,  Zumba.
WEDNESDAY:  Playgroup,  Card and Craft, Zumba,  Durham UP Cyclists,  Morris -Dancers.
THURSDAY:   Playgroup,  Historians,  Active Theatre Group,  Dog Obedience, R.S.P.C.A.
FRIDAY:   Playgroup,  Dancing Club.
SATURDAY:   Yoga,  Gong Bath,  Ladies Chanting.  Also bookings for children’s parties.
SUNDAY:  Zumba,  Also bookings for children’s parties  morning/afternoon.

For more info on frequency of any of these activities ring Arnie on:   01913712161 or 07984862127
….also coming to COOPER HALL

Circuit Training
starting WED – 2ND MAY 2018

8.45am – 9.30 am       £4.50 per session
An aerobic exercise targeting muscle 

endurance,
strength and body conditioning.

Please bring a drink, small towel and 
wear sports trainer

Wtton Gil bert Bowling C lub
The Outdoor Bowling Season is starting around the end of April 
when the green will open for practice and matches. Practice days 
will still be Monday and Thursday afternoons from 1.00pm to 
3.00pm.  League games will take place home and away on Tuesday 
evenings and Saturdays afternoons and a timetable for League 
matches will be available shortly.
The club invites new members so if you would like to have a go just 
join us on practice days and a cheery crowd will welcome you.  If 
you haven’t played before bowls are available to use for practice.

News From C.H.A.D. Charity...
The EASTER FAMILY FUN DAY organised by the C.H.A.D. 
charity was once again a very successful event with lots 
more money raised towards helping the children in our 
area.
The next big event will be held on FA Cup Final Day, 
May 19th, where there will be a four team football 
tournament over the Fulforth Field, followed by and 
under 12s game, then back to Witton Gilbert Club for 
the afternoon for Darts, Dominos and Pool handicaps, 
games, etc and then the Cup Final will begin.  All monies 
raised will go to help us to reach £3000 needed to buy 
another high-flow oxygen system for Treetops.

Jon Reynolds and the Gang.
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PARISH NOTICEBOARD
When the snow had disppeared it was
obvious that some people had forgotten
how to dispose of litter and dog mess.  

No matter what the season dog 
owners have a responsibility to clean 

up after their animals.   
Fines for dog fouling & littering

are now very steep!!
don’t leave it for someone else to do!!

Witton Gil bert Nursery
Our Nursery is at present allocating places for September 2018, 
letters have already gone to those families who’s children’s names 
were on our waiting list.  If your child is turning 3 years old before 
Aug 2018 and you would like he or she to come to W.G. Nursery 
please get in touch as early as possible as places are limited.  We 
have got lots of exciting changes planned including a new room and 
outdoor space.  Look out for these changes at the beginning of Sept 
2018 as we start our 20th year celebrations.

‘The War To End Al l Wars’
This year marks the centenary of the end of WORLD WAR 1, a global war originating in Europe that lasted from 28th of 
July 1914 to the 11th of November 1918.
Over 30 nations declared war between 1914 and 1918.  What began as a relatively small conflict became a war between 
European empires.
Over 65 million men volunteered or were conscripted to fight in mass citizens armies.  The first world war left an estimated 
16 million people dead and countless others wounded.  It ravaged the economies of both victorious and defeated.  It 
touched every corner of the land and whole families of young men were wiped out.  Some nations were forced to 
surrender as their people, pushed to their physical and emotional limits, lost the will to continue in what was a horrific 
and bloody conflict.  The horrors and the futility are well documented. the men that our community lost are inscribed 
on the village war memorial.
The Parish Council has set aside a small budget to do something in the village to mark this event and are looking for ideas. 
Please contact Fraser Reynolds to discuss the matter further, freynolds@hotmail.co.uk


